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Matthew Chapter 24

Thi s teaching was taken from my paper titled “A Verse-by-Verse Study of Six
important Eschatological Chapters of the New Testament: 1 Corinthians 15;
Matthew 24, 25; and Revelation 20-22,” dated November 1998. Originally this
paper was done on aword processor that had limited capabilities (no italics, for
example); the origina format was scanned into Word 2002 to create this
document. All Bible quotations were taken from the 1977 edition of the NASB
unl ess otherwise not ed.

Matthew chapter 24 contai ns some very important teaching on the end times. One
reason this chapter is important isthat it seems to rather clearly
show that the pre-week-rapture viewpoint cannot be correct: The coming of
Christ and the rapture pictured in 24:29-31 (at least it has always seemed clear to
me that thi s is what these verses are talking about) take place after the
abomination of desolation mentioned in 24:15, which al agree will take place
in the (approxi mate) middle of Daniel 's 70th week. This causes no problem for
the end-of -the-week raptureviewpoint, or for the mid-week viewpoint, assuming, as
| do, that the abomination of desolation will be initiated about a month bef ore the
mid-week return of Christ and the rapture. (On the abominati on of desolation,
including its timing, see under 24:15.) Once we factor in this timing

for the abomination and the idea that the short great tri bul aion of Matt. 24: 21,
22 apparently speaks of very intense warfare that will last only a few weeks and
terminate before the middle of Daniel’s 70th week (as discussed under Matt.
24:21, 22), Matthew chapter 24 fits the midweek-rapture viewpoint better than it fits the
end-of-the-week viewpoint.

And Jesus came out from the temple and was going away when His disciples came up
to point out the temple buildingsto Him. (2) And He answered and said to them,
“Do you not seeall thesethings? Truly | say to you, not one stone her e shall be left
upon another, which will not be torn down.” [Palm Sunday has already passed, and
only a couple of days remain bef ore the cross. Israel (speaking of the great

maj ority) hasn’t repented and submitted to the Messiah. This was no time to
fasten one’ s eyes on the temple buildings, with their spectacular beauty and
glory. The temple, with the city of Jerusalem, was headed for total destruction
at the hands of the Romans (some forty years later in AD 70), in accordance
with these prophetic words of Jesus Christ. (Al so see Matt. 21:33-46; 22:1-
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14, especidly 22:7; 23:29-39, especialy 23:35-38; Luke 19:41-44; and 21:20-
24.) The disciples of Jesus must keep their hearts fixed on Him and His words—the
days of new-covenant salvation have arrived.] (3) And as He was sitting on the Mount of
Olives, Hisdisciplescameto Him privately [Mark 13:3 informs usthat Jesus “was
sitting on the Mount of Olives opposite the temple.” In other words, He was on
the western side of the Mount of Olives, from where they could see the temple.
This verse in Mark further informs us that “Peter and James and John and
Andrew [the four disciples of the twelve aways listed first] were questi oning
Him privately.” This extended passage (Matt. 24:1-25:46) is often called the “Olivet
discourse,” based on the Mount of Olives. Mark 13:1-37 and Luke 21:5-36 are
accounts of the same discourse as Matthew chapter 24, but the accounts are not
fully parallel. For one thing, neither Matthew, Mark, nor Luke give us the full account
of what Jesus said. (Each of them does some editing, including sel ecting which
guotations to include and putting the quotations in their present formats, under the
overadl direction of the Holy Spirit.) Also, some of these “quotations’ of
what Jesus said are not fully word-for-word quotations, which is the case with many
guotationsin the Bible, and in ot her writings of the ancient world. It’seasy to
verify that some of the “quotations” are not word-for-word
guotations (whether in the Greek, or in the English trand ations): Compare, for
example, Matt. 24:15 with the parallel versein Mark 13:14.], saying, “ Tl us,

when will these things be, and what will bethe sign of Your coming, and of the end of
the age?” [There s widespread agreement that the disciples’ question assumed that the
prophesied destructi on of the temple was just part of the eventsthat would take
place at the end of the age; Matthew apparentl y had this assumption in mind as
he put this chapter together (but cf. Luke 21:24). As events unfolded this
assumption proved to be incorrect. The temple was destroyed in AD 70, and over
nineteen hundred years have passed, and Christ still has not returned on the
clouds in great glory. The accounts in Matthew chapter 24 and Mark chapter 13
don’t deal at all with the AD 70 destructi on of the temple. The account in Luke
chapter 21 does include verses that deal with this AD 70 destruction (Luke
21:20-24).

In Matthew’ s account “the sign of [Christ’s] coming and of the end of the
age” is apparently given in 24:30: “and then the sign of the Son of Man will
appear in the sky...and they shall see the SON OF MAN COMING ON THE
CLOUDS OF THE SKY with power and great glory.” In other words, the
(primary) sign they/we are to look for is the coming of Christ Jesus Himsel f
“coming on the clouds of the sky with power and great glory’ at the end of the
age. This emphasis fits the warnings in thi s chapter that there wil | be fal se
Christs, false prophets, and false signs (24:4, 5, 11, 23-27). And it fits the
strong warnings in this chapter onthe need for al Christians to a ways be
ready for the coming of Christ, since we don’t know the time of His coming
(24:36, 42-51). This doesn’t mean, however, that there won’t be any signs
preceding Christ’s coming in glory. Matthew chapter 24 mentions several very
definite events (signs) that will take place shortly before He comes:
the “abomination of desolatior’ (24:15), the short“great tri bul ation” (24:21, 22), and
the darkening of the sun and moon, etc. (24:29), and there are quite a few less-
definite signs of His coming mentioned in this chapter (cf., e.g., 24:14). Also see



24:32-34.

The book of Revelation confirms that there will be signspreceding Christ’s return in
glory, and it gives us quite a bit of information regarding these events. For a
discussion on the signsthat will precede the Lord’ s return, see chapter 4 of my book,
The Mid-Week Raptur e. At the beginning of chapter 4, | said, “| agree with the
widespread viewpoint that the Lord Jesus Christ will return very soon, probably before the
end of this century.” | also said, “If the year 1998, for example, were to come and there
was no evidence of the seven-year covenant with Israel, the ministry of the two prophets,
the rebuilding of the temple, etc., then | would have to say that the Lord will not return
before the year 2000.” That was written in 1990. Now we' re a couple of months into 1998,
and I’'m ready to say that | don’'t believe Christ will return before the year 2000, and He
probably won't return before the year 2001.

Things could come together any time, but at thistime | don’t know when the final seven-
year period will begin, but probably very soon. It’s worth mentioning that Israel and the
Palestinians are scheduled to complete negotiations regarding the final status of Jerusalem,
the final borders, etc. by May of 1999. On the seven-year covenant/treaty that begins the
seven-year period, see under Dan. 9:27, starting on page 127 of Mid-Week Rapture. Daniel
9:27 (NASB) mentions that Antichrist makes a strong covenant with Isragl. It should be
mentioned (I knew this, but | didn’t mention it in Mid-Week Rapture) that the Hebrew
could also he trandlated confirm a covenant, as trandlated by the Kav, NKJv, and the NIV
On the fact that Antichrist will not yet have been manifested as Antichrist or begun to act
like Antichrist at the time this covenant isinitiated, see the section titled “ The Growth and
Transformation of the Little Horn” on pages 64, 65 of Mid-Week Rapture. All of the
changes | would make in Mid-Week Rapture now would be minor ones, like those just
mentioned, which include updates, and there are some typographical errors.] (4) And
Jesus answer ed and said to them, “ Seeto it that no one misleads you. (5) For many
will comein my name, saying, ‘| am the Christ,” and will mislead many. [Robert
Gundry (Matthew [Eerdmans, 1982], page 477) points out, that there is no evidence of
anyone claiming to be the Messiah during the hundred years between Jesus death and
resurrection and the unsuccessful revolt. against Rome led by Bar-Kochhafrom AD 132-
135; he was regarded to be the Messiah by many. There were, however, severa false
prophets that arose in the days between Jesus' resurrection and the destruction of
Jerusalem and the temple. (Josephus mentions several of them.) Matthew 24:23-26 warns
against false Christs and false prophets who will show great signs and wonders. These
latter verses (and 24:11) apparently deal with the very end of this age, whereas 24:4, 5
cover thisentire Christian age. (But keep in mind that those early disciples didn’t think in
terms of there being many hundreds of years before Christ returned.) We certainly have
been forewarned; we must be very careful who we listen to, and who we follow, and all
the more so in these last days. The fact that men have supernatural knowledge and/or work
miraclesisn’t proof that they are of God. Ministers must he tested by what they teach
(doesit line up with. the Bible?) and by how they live (do they livein line with the
lifestyle required by the Bible?).] (6) And you will be hearing of warsand rumor s of
wars; seethat you are not frightened, for those things must take place, but that is not
yet theend. (7) For nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom,
and in various places therewill be famines[Luke 21:11 mentions “plagues and
famines.”] and earthquakes. (8) But all these things are merely the beginning of birth
pangs. [| believe the time period covered by 24:6-8, as with 24:4, 5, isthis entire age, up



until the very last days, the days which progress beyond the “beginning of birth pangs’
mentioned in 24:8. Based on 24.15, we can safely say that events will have progressed
beyond the beginning of birth pangs at least by the time of the abomination of desolation;
Matthew’s account seems to picture the abomination of desolation as the time of transition
beyond the beginning of birth pangs. (Note “Therefore’ at the beginning of 24:15.) |
believe the prophecy of warfare pictured in Rev. 6:3, 4 (the second seal) speaks of the
same warfare as Matt. 24:6, 7, covering this entire age. Furthermore, the limited famine
pictured in Rev. 6:5, 6 (the third seal) probably covers much of the same ground as “the
faminesin various places’ of Matt. 24:7, and both passages probably cover this entire age.
(The seven seals of Revelation are discussed on pages 19-24 of Mid-Week Rapture.) The
earthquakes of Matt. 24:7 also apparently cover this entire age. It’ svery clear that there
will be major earthquakes in the very last days.

Earthquakes in themselves (like wars, famines, plagues, etc.) aren't definite signs of the
end, but earthquakes (etc.) that become more frequent and more intense, like birth pangs
associated with childbirth, can help demonstrate that the end is near. (Thisis aso true
regarding an increase in the activity of false Christs and false prophets [cf. 24:4, 5].) We
have seen some of thisincrease in our generation, and | expect there’s a greater increase
yet to come. (On birth pangs, cf., e.g., Isa. 13:6-13, especially verse 8; and Rom. 8:18-25,
especially verses 21-23. As Rom. 8:18-25 show, these birth pangs will lead to aglorious
birth. Also seelsa. 65:17; 66:22; 2 Pet. 3:12, 13; Rev. 20:11; and 21:1; al these verses
speak of the new heavens and new earth that will result from this end-time birth. Some of
these references include the millennial kingdom under the terminology the new heavens
and new earth, but it’s clear that they will not come forth in their glorious fulness until
after the millennium and the great-white-throne judgment at the end of the millennium.
Also see Matt. 19:28 and Rev. 12:5 on this end-time birth into the fulness of eternal life.)]
(9) Then they will deliver you to tribulation, and will kill you, and you will be hated
by all nations on account of My name. (10) And at that time many will fall away and
will deliver up one another and hate one another. (11) And many false prophetswill
arise, and will mislead many. (12) And because lawlessness is increased, most
peopl€ slove will grow cold. [Instead of “most people’slove,” the Greek literally has,
“the love of the many,” but there is widespread agreement, including the BAGD Greek
Lexicon, the NIV, and many commentators, that “most” is the idea here.] (13) But the one
who enduresto the end [This enduring is contrasted with the falling away, etc. of 24.10,
with the being misled of 24:11, and with the lawlessness and growing cold in love for God
and one another of 24:12 (cf. 24:10).], he shall be saved. [It seemsthat. “Then” at the
beginning of 24:9 takes us beyond the beginning of birth pangs of 24:8. | further assume,
as | mentioned, that 24:15 (which starts with the word “Therefore”) shows that the time of
transition beyond the beginning of birth pangs will be the abomination of desolation. The
increase in lawlessness mentioned in 24:12 fits well with the revelation of the “man of
lawlessness” spoken of in2 Thess. 2:3, 4. The man of lawlessness (Antichrist) will be
revealed/manifested at the time of the abomination of desolation. (See 2 Thess. 2:4.
Second Thess. 2:1-12 are discussed in the last chapter of Mid-Week Rapture)

A Discussion on the First Half of Daniel’s 70th Week. There can be no doubt that the
abomination of desolation (which will beinitiated in the approximate middle of Daniel’s
70th week, about a month before the actual middle) will be atime of very substantial
transition, but | believe we can also say that the events of the first half of this seven-year



period will result in noticeable transition. (Many of the details we know regarding Daniel’s
70th week, the first half and the second half, come from the book of Revelation, which
takes us substantially beyond the revelation contained in the Olivet discourse. The book of
Revelation, which was given about AD 95, some sixty-five years after the Olivet discourse,
isavery specia revelation from God the Father that deals, for the most part, with the last
days[see, eg., Rev. 1:1-3].)

Especially relevant during the first half of Daniel’ s 70th week are the events associated
with the sounding of the first six of the seven trumpets of Revelation, and the three and
one-half year ministry of the two prophets. The seventh (and last) trumpet (Rev. 11:15)
will sound right in the middle of the seven-year period; Christ will return; the rapture will
take place; and judgment day will begin. The sixth trumpet (Rev. 9:13-21) will sound
about the time of the abomination of desolation, about a month before the seventh trumpet,
and it will initiate the warfare of the short “great tribulation” mentioned in Matt. 24:21.
Thefirst five trumpets will all sound earlier, probably all within the first half of the seven-
year period. On the two prophets (witnesses) of Rev. 11:3-12, see number 5 on page 12 of
Mid-Week Rapture. On the seven trumpets, see numbers 6-12 on pages 13-16. (These
numbers correspond with the numbers on the “Chronological Chart for Daniel’s 70th
Week” in the back of the book. | recommend looking at this chart when reading numbers
5-12. These discussions point the reader to fuller discussions of the topics for those
interested. These few pages covering numbers 5-12 will give the reader a somewhat brief
overview of the last days up until the time of the mid-week rapture. As we continue with
Matthew chapter 24, we'll, come to the abomination of desolation in 24:15; to the short
great tribulation in 24:21, 22; and to the mid-week return of Christ and the rapture in
24:29-31.)

It seems clear that there will be some increase in persecution, false prophets, apostasy,
etc. during the first half of Daniel’s 70th week, when the church will still be here (before
the mid-week rapture), and we have been forewarned; however, God s grace will be
sufficient for us to manifest a high level of victory during this period. Consider, for
example, the spectacular level of victory of the two prophets of Rev. 11:3-12.

We need to consider why the scenario pictured in Matt. 24:9-13 is so negative. The
extremely negative scenario regarding the Christian community pictured in Matt. 24:9-13,
and especially the spiritual state of most of the Christians (e.g., “many [Christians] will fall
away and deliver up one another and hate one another” [24:10]; and “ because lawlessness
isincreased, most peoples [speaking of Christians] love [for God and for one another] will
grow cold” [24:12]) isnot found in Mark 13:9-13 or Luke 21:12-19. (Mark 13:12, 13 and
Luke 21:16, 17 [cf. Matt. 10:21, 22, 34-39] don’t speak of Christians delivering up one
another, but of Christians being delivered up because of their faith in Christ. That’s a big
difference!) For one thing, in the accounts of the Olivet discourse givenin Mark 13:9-13
and Luke 21:12-19 [also for Matt. 10:21, 22, 34-39], it isn’t just the end of the age that is
inview (cf. Luke 21:12), asit apparently isin Matt. 24:9-13.

| can’t be dogmatic on this point, but | believe Matt. 24:9-13 tend to give awrong
impression of the state of the true Christian church in the last days (whether amonth, or a
few years) before the rapture. We'll discuss thisimportant issue over the next several
pages. I’m not suggesting that there’s an error here in Matthew chapter 24, but | am saying
that we can easily get the wrong impression, and that we are dependent on subsequent
revelation to adequately understand the details of the end times. Revelation is progressive.




(God didn’t just give us Matthew chapter 24; He also gave us the rest of the Bible,
including the book of Revelation and many other very important prophetic passages. We
need the balanced truth derived from the entirety of God’s Word.)

In the days of the Old Testament, it was almost impossible to not get the wrong
impression from many key prophecies — prophecies that were not in error —prophecies
dealing with the Messiah and salvation through Him. For one key example: It wasn't at all
clear, or understood, or (apparently) supposed to be understood at that time, that there
would be two separate, and totally different, comings of Messiah. Furthermore, as
discussed on pages 347, 348 of Mid-Week Rapture, | believe we aso tend to get the wrong
impression regarding the timing of the rapture from the apostle Paul’ steaching in 2 Thess.
2:1-12. As mentioned on page 347, if al | had was Paul’ s teaching in 2 Thessalonians, |
would hold the end-of-the--week-rapture viewpoint. Second Thess. 2:1-12 (along with the
rest of Paul’ s writingsin the New Testament) does, however, leave room for the mid-
week -rapture viewpoint, but, in my opinion, it (like Matthew chapter 24) doesn’t leave
room for the pre-week-rapture viewpoint. When the apostle Paul wrote this epistle, and
probably even at the end of hislife (somethirty years before the book of Revelation was
given [about AD 95]), God apparently hadn’t revealed to him some of the details regarding
the last days, including the timing of the rapture. As| mentioned, | believe we're
dependent on the book of Revelation for many of these end-time details.

At least two points should he made which substantially qualify/modify the scenario
pictured in Matt. 24:9-13. Thefirst point, is that the intense trials, lawlessness, apostasy,
etc. pictured in these verses are centered in Israel, where the abomination of desolation
will beinitiated (at the rebuilt temple in Jerusalem). Note that 24:15-22 give directions for
thosein Isragl. It probably isn't legitimate to assume that Matt. 24:9-13 reflect the
situation for Christians worldwide.

Now, the second point: | assume these verses apply (for the most part) to the saints (true
Christians) who will be living on the earth after the rapture, especially the elect remnant of
the nation Israel; these people won’t submit to Christ in time to he taken in the rapture.
(We'll discuss the gathering/conversion of the end-time remnant of God’ s true Isragl
[which includes many Gentiles along with the remnant of the nation Israel] under Matt.
24:31) | believe it’ s significant that the extremely negative scenario pictured in Matt.
24:9-13 fits much better with verseslike Dan. 7:21, 25; 12:6-12; Rev. 12:13-17; and 13:5,
7, verses that deal exclusively with the second half of Daniel’ s 70th week, which doesn’t
start until the time of the rapture. (All these verses in Daniel and Revelation are discussed
in Mid-Week Rapture in the chapters dealing with Daniel chapters 7, 12 and Revelation
chapters 12, 13.) Antichrist, the man of lawlessness, will lead arebellion against God
starting (for the most part at least) at the abomination of desolation (cf. 2 Thess. 2:3, 4).
Many “Christians” will apparently join in this rebellion led by Antichrist, and before that
many will he following fal se end-time prophets. In our day there are many who call
themselves Christians (often sincerely) that don’t begin to understand, or have faith in, the
essential truths of the Christian gospel. They deny basics like the virgin birth, the deity of
Christ, His atoning death, His resurrection, His second coming, and eternal judgment. |
assume that many such people will find it very easy to follow the end-time false prophets
(they’ re doing that to some extent already) and Antichrist.

Antichrist will be manifested as Antichrist at the abomination of desolation (about a
month before the rapture); however, his super-evil three and one-half year reign mentioned
in Dan. 7:21, 25 and Rev. 13:5, 7 doesn’t begin until just after the rapture. Antichrist’s



prime supporter will be the false prophet of Rev. 13:11-18. Matthew 24:11 mentions false
prophets, and 24:24 speaks of false Christs and fal se prophets showing great signs. |
assume these prophetic words of Matt. 24:11, 24 will receive their primary fulfilment in
the activities of Antichrist and the false prophet during the last three and one-half years.
On the “ great signs and wonders’ of Matt. 24:24, see Rev. 13:13-15; 19:20 (referring to
things that will take place during the three and one-half year reign of Antichrist, after the
rapture); also, 2 Thess. 2:9 speaks of Antichrist coming “with the activity of Satan, with all
power and signs and false wonders’ (I assume that at least most of the fulfillment of these
things will take place after the rapture).

| assume the apparent misunderstanding regarding Matt. 24:9-13 comes mostly from the
fact that at the time of the Olivet discourse the early (mid-week) rapture had not yet been
revealed by God. It’ s quite possible that even the Lord Jesus Christ didn’t know of the
early rapture at the time of the Olivet discourse (cf., e.g., Matt. 24:36; Rev. 1:1). | don’t
believe we can clearly see the early (mid-week) rapture before the revelation givenin the
book of Revelation. Once we learn of the mid-week rapture from Revelation, we can see it
quite afew other places, as discussed in Mid-Week Rapture. See, for example, the section
titled “The Time of the Sounding of the Seventh and Last Trumpet,” starting on page 293.
| don't believe the Scriptures (and I’ m especially concerned with the book of Revelation)
confirm that the last month, or the last few years before the rapture will be as negative for
true Christians as the extremely negative scenario pictured in Matt. 24:9-13. See, for
example, Chapter 3 in Mid-Week Rapture; it istitled “Christians Will Be Saved from the
Day of Wrath.” One of the most important verses discussed in that chapter is Rev. 3:10, a
very important verse for this study. It speaks of the fact that those who are faithful to
Christ now will be kept from/out of the “hour of testing” that will test those dwelling on
the earth. This being kept from that three and one-half year period of testing, whichis
confirmed by many versesin Revelation and by many other verses, is clearly to be
understood as a substantial blessing/reward. We will be spared this time of very extreme
testing that will take place throughout the second half of Daniel’ s 70th week, during the
three and one-half year super-evil reign of Antichrist. Men will have to choose between
God and Antichrist at atime when it will be very difficult to not submit to Antichrist.

Thisreign of Antichrist isasubstantial part of God' s end-time judgment of the earth,
part of Hisday of wrath. See, for example, the section titled “God Will Use Antichrist” on
page 70 of Mid-Week Rapture, and see the next four sections on pages 71, 72. We'll still
be here for amonth after Antichrist is manifested at the abomination of desolation, but
Satan won't give Antichrist “his power and his throne and great authority” (Rev. 13:2)
until after the rapture, after Satan has been cast down to the earth about the time of the
rapture (Rev. 12:7-9; 12:13-13:7); furthermore, Antichrist will be preoccupied with
warfare throughout most, if not all, of this one month period.

A magjor point | want to make here is that Matt. 24:9-13 seem to sound about as negative
as you could possibly get, even during the second half of Daniel’s 70th week; and if thisis
what we Christians are headed for in the last month, or last few years before the rapture, |
don’t see that we' re being kept from all that much by the (early) mid-week rapture; | don’t
expect the last days before the rapture to be comparable with the day of wrath poured out
during the second half of Daniel’s 70th week.

Some may accuse me of wishful thinking. Well it’s certainly true that | wouldn’t look
forward to the scenario pictured in Matt. 24:9-13 to conclude my days on the earth (at |east
not until 1 was convinced that this truly was the will of God for us), but | can honestly say



before God that my goal hereis, asit must be, to accurately interpret, and teach, the
Scriptures. Wishful thinking can cause us to misinterpret the Scriptures, and that’ s avery
serious problem. Furthermore, we have no right to modify what. God's Word says to make
our teaching more popular.

I’m not at all denying the clear message of the New Testament that there will he trials,
testings, persecution, martyrs, apostasy, lawlessness, and such throughout this age, and
that we are to expect an intensification of these thingsin the last days. I’ m reminded of
something | heard at an IVVCF mission’s conf erence at the University of Illinoisin 1964
(the year God saved me), something that I’ ve heard confirmed several times since then:
There have been more martyrs for Christ (mostly through atheistic communistic regimes)
in this century than in al the previous centuries of the Christian church combined. It's
victory, rot defeat, for Christians to die as martyrs for Christ (by His sufficient grace),
when God willsit so.

Before closing this section, | should make one last point. | said what | did in this section
because | believeit’strue, not because | was forced into it by holding the mid-week-
rapture viewpoint. Y ou can hold the mid-week viewpoint and believe (as some do) that the
days preceding the rapture will be extremely negative. Some who teach the mid-week
rapture even believe that Dan. 7:25, 27; Rev. 13:5, 7 apply to the first half of Daniel’s 70th
week. | don’t think there' s any possibility they’ re right in this interpretation.

Discussion on the words “the end” in Matt. 24:13. This discussion (and the discussion
following on Matt. 24:14 [which also uses the words “the end” ], and the discussions on the
following verses) will help explain, and confirm, what | have said regarding the
interpretation of 24:9-13. At the time the Olivet discourse was given, and at the subsequent
time that Matthew, Mark, and Luke wrote their Gospels, it, wasn't yet recognized that, in a
very rea sense, there are two different ends for God' s saints in the last days, three and
one-half years apart. The first end comes for those saints ready and waiting for Christ's
coming in the clouds; it comesin the middle of the seven-year period, when they are
raptured to meet Him in the air. They (we) must endure/persevere to that end, as much
Scripture shows.

The second end applies to those saints who are saved and live for Christ during the very
difficult days after the rapture; they must endure/persevere to the end, that is, to the end of
Daniel’s 70th week, or to the time of their deaths (many will die as martyrs). Revelation
13:10 and 14:12, 13 speak of the need for endurance on the part of those saints living on
the earth during the second half of Daniel’ s 70th week. Much of the book of Revelation
from Rev. 12:13 on describes the difficulty of living for God during those days. I’ m sure
those saints will, nevertheless, be very thankful to be saved, even at the last minute, in one
sense even after the last minute (in that Christ will have aready come, and the rapture will
have already taken place, before they are saved). Many (if not all) of them will be very
thankful for an opportunity to suffer for the name of Christ, and God’ s grace will be
sufficient for them.] (14) And this gospel of the kingdom [The gospel of salvation
prepares those who submit to it in faith to enter the coming kingdom. (Born-again
Christians have already entered the kingdom in apreliminary, partial sense.)] shall be
preached in thewhole world for a witnessto all the nations, and then the end shall
come. [Under 24:13 we discussed the fact that once we factor in the early (mid-week)
rapture, that we learn of from the book of Revelation, we seethat, in avery rea sense,
there are two ends, one for the raptured saints (mid-week) and one for those saved after the



rapture. Revelation 14.6, 7 show that the gospel will also be proclaimed after the rapture,
during the second half of Daniel’s 70th week. We should expect an intensification of the
proclamation of the gospel in the last days. For one thing, the ministry of the two prophets
throughout thefirst half of Daniel’s 70th week will undoubtedly enhance the proclamation
of the gospel. For one thing, they may announce the events of the trumpets of the book of
Revelation before they come to pass (even as M oses announced the plagues in Egypt
before they happened), which will make those events more powerful attention-getters. |
should mention that it's very dangerous to put off submitting to the gospel of the Lord
Jesus Christ. If God is dealing with us today, we shouldn’t put it off. The more we reject
light, the more we tend to go into darkness. It’s quite possible that many of those who
submit to Christ after the rapture will be persons that God didn’t deal with much, if at all,
before the rapture.] (15) Therefore[As | mentioned, this word helps demonstrate that the
abomination is pictured as the time of transition beyond the beginning of birth pangs of
24.8, and the time for the events of 24:9-13 to commence.] when you seethe
ABOMINATION OF DESOLATION which was spoken of through Daniel the
prophet, standing in the holy place [The “holy place’ is the temple at Jerusalem, yet to
be rebuilt. (On the abomination of desolation, see Dan. 9:27; 12:11; and 8:11-14; all these
verses are discussed in Mid-Week Rapturein the chapters dealing with. Daniel chapters9,
12, and 8. The first two references are the most important and are the easiest to
understand.) | consider it probable that Antichrist himself, as he enters the temple to stop
the sacrifices, etc., constitutes the abomination that will lead to great desolation. (See the
section titled “The Likely Content of the Abomination of Desolation” on pages 182, 183 of
Mid-Week Rapture. Second Thess. 2:3, 4 are aso discussed there.) As | mentioned, |
believe the abomination of desolation will be initiated about a month before the mid-week
rapture. This important point is discussed in Mid-Week Rapture, starting on the bottom of
page 129, on into page 131. While there | suggest also reading the section titled “ A Brief
Overview — The * Abomination of Desolation,” the Short * Great Tribulation,” and the Mid-
Week Return of the Lord Jesus Christ,” which starts on page 131.] (let the reader

under stand) [Apparently the primary purpose of these wordsis to exhort the readers
livingin Israel at the time of the abomination of desolation with the serious need to flee
immediately, as mentioned in the following verses. (I assume that it will be mostly
Christians who take these words seriously and flee.) Thisfits the idea discussed above
regarding events progressing beyond the beginning of birth pangs, and ushering in the
events pictured in 24:9-13, at the time of the abomination. There is no specific information
given here for Christians living other places across the world, but I’'m confident that God
will reveal to us everything we need to know, if we're living for Him, and looking to
Him.], (16) then let those who are in Judea flee to the mountains; (17) let him whoiis
on the housetop not go down to get thethingsout that arein hishouse; (18) and let
him who isin thefield not turn back to get his cloak. [ These verses strongly emphasize
the need to flee immediately, with absolutely no delay.] (19) But woeto those who are
with child and to those who nur se babesin those days! (20) But pray that your flight
may not bein thewinter, or on a sabbath [These things would make flight more
difficult.]; (21) for then therewill be a [I would skip this*a” with the Kav, NKJv, and
NIV.] great tribulation, such as has not occurred since the beginning of theworld until
now, nor ever shall. [It’s very important for us to understand this (the) great tribulation;
however, from my point of view, very few do understand it (at the present time). We often
hear that the final seven-year period is the great tribulation, but that is clearly wrong;



Matthew chapter 24 shows that it doesn’t start until the time of the abomination of
desolation. (“Then” at the beginning of 24:21 [and 24:16] refersto the time of the
abomination.) Much more reasonable is the widespread viewpoint that the great tribulation
refers to the second half of the seven-year period; however, | believe this view isalso
wrong. For one thing, as discussed above, the abomination of desolation will he initiated a
month before the middle of the seven-year period. Furthermore, | believe Matt. 24:29
shows that the great tribulation (spoken of in 24:21, 22) will be over before the mid-week
return of Christ. Note that 24:29 starts with the words “ immediately after thetribulation of
those days,” referring back to the great tribulation; in 24:30, 31 we see the mid-week
return of Christ and the rapture.

| consider Rev. 9:13-21 to be one of the two most important cross-references that enable
us to begin to understand the short great tribulation. These verses describe what will
happen when the sixth trumpet of Revelation sounds; they speak of very intense warfare,
undoubtedly nuclear (and perhaps chemical and/or biological), that will take placein the
general region that includes Israel. This trumpet will sound about the time of the
abomination of desolation, about a month before the rapture.

The warfare described in Rev. 9:13-21, which constitutes at |east the major part of the
warfare of the great tribulation, is awar between nations (not an attack against Christians;
thisis not to say that there won’t be any such attacks during those days); this warfare
(described in Rev. 9:13-21) seemsto start with an attack against Antichrist and his armies
by agigantic army (it could be as large as two-hundred million soldiers) coming against
him. Thisinvasion of troops and intense warfare will certainly include staking out various
claimsfor control of the land of Israel, Jerusalem, and the temple mount. We Il talk more
about this warfare as we continue.

The nation Israel will suffer greatly during the one-month period between the
abomination of desolation and the mid-week return of Christ. During this period they will
apparently be reduced to a repentant remnant, ready (for the most part at |east) to receive
Christ Jesus when He comes. (See on Zech. 13:7-14:2 [pages 225-229 of Mid-Week
Rapture]; see on Dan. 12:1 [pages 149-159], and see on Zech. 12:1-14 [pages 221-224].)

Daniel 11:40-12:1 is the second of the two most important cross-references for the great
tribulation. Daniel 11:40-43 apparently deal with the preliminary warfare that leads up to
the warfare of Rev. 9:13-21, and Dan. 11:44 apparently deals with the warfare of Rev.
9:13-21, in very brief form. The abomination of desolation will apparently take place at
the time of the events of Dan. 11:41. The warfare of Dan. 11:41-43 can probably be
considered part of the warfare of the great tribulation of Matt. 24:21, 22. Chapter 9 of Mid-
Week Rapture deals with Daniel 11:36-45. | recommend the reader turn there now; at a
minimum read what is said under Dan. 11:40-44 on pages 137-143.

Daniel 12:1 isavery significant verse for the great tribulation. For one thing, thereis
widespread agreement that the very words of Matt. 24:21 regarding atime of unequaled
great tribulation/distress, though not a word-for-word quotation, derive from the words of
Dan. 12:1. | recommend now reading what iswritten on Dan. 12:1 in Mid-Week Rapture,
on pages 149-151, 155, 156.

Daniel chapter 12 (with Dan. 11:36-45) serves as a very strong confirmation of the fact
that the rapture will take place right in the middle of Dani€l’ s 70th week. The time of great
tribulation/distress mentioned in Dan. 12:1 will be over by the middie of Daniel’s 70th
week. Daniel 12:7 shows that three and one-half very difficult years still reman (after the
time of great tribulation) for these end-time saints (cf. Dan. 7:21, 25; Rev. 13:5, 7). Daniel
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12:2 speaks of the mid-week resurrection of God’s people (not that you could tell that it
was mid-week based on Dan. 12:2 by itself).

Further rather strong confirmation that the time of great tribulation is over and the
resurrection (and rapture) takes place in the middle of the seven-year period is provided by
Dan. 12:6, 7, which speak of “the man dressed in linen, who was above the waters of the
river.” This apparently refersto the Lord Jesus Christ (the Angel of the Lord), seenin an
exalted position above the earth (apparently relating to His coming in the clouds at the
time of the rapture), at atime corresponding with the middle of Daniel’ s 70th week (in that
He says that there are still three and one-half yearsto go). And last, I’'ll mention that Dan.
12:11 helps us see that the abomination of desolation will take place a month before the
middle of Daniel’ s 70th week. To say the least, Danid chapter 12 isavery important
prophetic chapter. (These important points are all discussed in the two chapters of Mid-
Week Rapture dealing with Daniel chapter 12.) In Mid-Week Rapture, there is a section
titled “The Time of the Sounding of the Seventh and Last Trumpet,” starting on page 293.
Under number 10 there, | discussed Daniel chapter 12 somewhat, but that discussion
should be modified/expanded alittle to include all that | have said in the last two
paragraphs.

Revelation 7:14 must also be considered here since this verse speaks of “the great
tribulation.” These words undoubtedly build on Matt. 24:21. This verseis discussed as part
of abrief discussion of Rev. 7:9-17, which is arather glorious passage, on pages 154, 155
of Mid-Week Rapture.

Joel 2:30, which we Il discuss further below, is another important referencein that it
deals with the warfare of the great tribulation. This verseis doubly significant in that it
mentions “columns of smoke.” This smoke (and the dust) generated during the warfare of
the great tribulation will undoubtedly cause the darkening of the sun and moon pictured in
Matt. 24:29. It s significant that Rev. 9:17, 18 mention smoke too. (As mentioned above,
Rev. 9:13-21 are an important cross-reference for the warfare of the great tribulation.) It's
significant that Joel 2:30, 31 specifically mention the darkening of the sun and moon, and
that they show that this darkening will take place (just) before the day of the Lord begins.]
(22) And unlessthose days had been cut short, no life would have been saved; but for
the sake of the elect those dayswill be cut short. [The “elect” are God' s people, the
Christians, but the elect here undoubtedly include those who will eventually become
Christians (after the rapture), including the remnant of the nation Israel. Because of the
intensity of the warfare of the great tribulation (Revelation 9:15, 18 show that athird of
mankind will be killed, which is overwhelming, even if thisthird probably deals with a
third of a population substantially less than the total population of the earth), there
wouldn’t be any people |eft alive on the earth if these days weren’t cut short in God's end-
time plans.,] (23) Then if anyone saysto you, ‘Behold, hereisthe Christ,” or ‘ThereHe
is,” donot believe him. (24) For false Christsand false prophetswill arise and will
show great signs and wonder s, so asto mislead, if possible, even the elect. (25)
Behold, | havetold you in advance. (26) If therefore they say to you, ‘Behold, Heisin
thewilderness,’” do not go forth, or, ‘Behold, Heisin theinner rooms,’ do not believe
them. (27) For just asthelightning comes from the east [cf. Ezek. 43:2], and flashes
even to thewest, so shall the coming of the Son of Man be. [There s no basis for
confusion whatsoever because these verses, along with 24:29-31, make it very clear that
Christ’s coming will be in the clouds with great glory, not in any other way, no matter
what some false Christs or false prophets may say, or do. Above, under 24:9-13, |
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mentioned that the supreme example of afalse Christ (assuming Antichrist fitsthisrole;
and it’s clear that he does in at least some ways, including his coming back from the dead),
of afalse prophet (the false prophet of Rev. 13:11-18; 19:20), and of false signs and
wonders will take place during the second half of Daniel’ s 70th week; however, it'saso
clear that there are false Christs and false prophets in the days before the rapture too. Some
are here now.] (28) Wherever the corpseis, therethe vultures will gather. [It seems
that Luke 17:37, in context with 17:22-36, helps us understand these words. In Luke
17:22-36 Jesus speaks of His end-time return; there' s quite a bit of emphasisin these
verses on the fact that one major purpose for His coming will be the pouring out intense
judgment on the world, on those unbelieving, unrepentant, and unprepared for His coming.
In response to what Jesus said, His disciples asked in Luke 17:37, “ Where Lord? And He
answered, “Where the body is, there also will the vultures be gathered.” The
“corpse/body” apparently represents that unrepentant part of mankind totally given over to
spiritual death (and sin and Satan), ripe for judgment. The “vultures” apparently represent
God' s agents of judgment. (Cf., e.g., Matt. 13:40-42.) Where will judgment fall?
Everywhereit is appropriate, worldwide. Thisfits the picture of Matt. 24:26, 27, and 30
that His coming in judgment (and to save) will be aworldwide event, not limited to any
one place. (It's clear though that He will end up on the Mount of Olives at Jerusalem [cf.
Zech. 14:4; Acts 1:9-12].) Matthew 24:30 mentions, “then all the tribes of the earth
[worldwide] will mourn” [cf. Rev. 1:7]; they will mourn because judgment day has come.]
(29) But immediately after thetribulation of those days[This refers back to the days of
the short great tribulation of Matt. 24:21, 22. The warfare of the great tribulation will have
ended. Mark 13:24 has, “But in those days, after that tribulation, THE SUN WILL BE
DARKENED....”] THE SUN WILL BE DARKENED, AND THE MOON WILL NOT
GIVE ITSLIGHT [As| mentioned, it's significant that the smoke and dust generated
during the warfare of the short great tribulation will undoubtedly block out (most of) the
light coming from the sun and moon. (Revelation 9:2 confirms that it’s Biblical to speak of
the sun being darkened by smoke.) | also mentioned that Joel 2:30, 31 are avery important
cross-reference. Joel 2:30b refers to the warfare of the great tribulation, and even mentions
“columns of smoke.” (Smoke is also mentioned in Rev. 9:17, 18, verses that also speak of
the warfare of the great tribulation.) Then Joel 2:31 says, “The sun will be turned into
darkness, And the moon into blood, Before the great and awesome day of the LORD
comes.” | believe Joel 2:31 speaks of the same darkening of the sun and moon as Matt.
24:29. What little light from the moon that is visible on the earth will apparently have an
ominous red coloration, like blood. (On the moon becoming like blood, cf. Rev. 6:12,
which is discussed next.) Note that Joel 2:31 shows that the darkening of the sun and moon
serve as asign of the coming of the Lord to judge the earth. For further discussion on Joel
2:30, 31, see pages 151-153 and 156-158 (Joel 2:30-3:2 are discussed on pages 156-158)
of Mid-Week Rapture.

Another very important cross-reference for this same darkening of the sun and moonis
Rev. 6:12, with 6:12-17. Revelation 6:12 says, “ ...the sun became black as sackcloth made
of hair, and the whole moon became like blood.” And the following verses show that these
things will happen in conjunction with the coming of the day of judgment. (On Rev. 6:12-
17, see pages 23, 24, 153, and 301-303 of Mid-Week Rapture.) Quite afew other verses
include darkness in conjunction with the day of the Lord (cf., e.g., Isa 13:6-16; Joel 2:10,
11; 3:12-17; Amos 5:18-20; 8:7-10; Zeph. 1:14-18; and Acts 2:19, 20, which quote Joel
2:30, 31.)], AND THE STARSWILL FALL from the sky, and the powers of the
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heavenswill be shaken [Revelation 6:12-17, just discussed, are relevant here too.
Revelation 6:13 says, “and the stars of the sky fell to the earth, as afig tree casts its unripe
figs when shaken by agreat wind.” (On Rev. 6:13, see pages 23, 302 of Mid-Week
Rapture.) Falling stars (e.g., showers of meteors) will probably be visible, but the most
important reality spoken of hereis the casting down to the earth of Satan and his angels
(from their privileged position in heavenly places [cf., e.g., Eph. 6:12]) at that time, right
in the middle of Daniel’s 70th week, at the time Christ returns and judgment day begins. |
consider Rev. 12:4, 7-10 to be the most important cross-reference for the falling of the
stars/angels. (On these verses, see pages 15 [number 10]; 313, 314 [on Rev. 12:4]; and
317-319 [on Rev. 12:7-91 of Mid-Week Rapture.) Also see lsa. 13:13 with 13:6-13; 24:21;
34:4 with 34:1-17; Hag. 2:6, 21; and Heb. 12:26-29.], (30) and then the sign of the Son
of Man will appear in the sky [On “the sign [of Christ’s coming],” see under Matt. 24:3
(the second paragraph). The great glory of His appearing will apparently be al the more
spectacular in contrast with the existing darkness.], and then all the tribes of the earth
will mourn [They will mourn because judgment day has come. Cf. Rev. 1:7; 6:15-17;
Matt. 16:27; and 2 Thess. 1:6-9. All is not negative, however, for those left on earth after
the rapture (as you would assume from verses like Matt. 24:37-41). As discussed under
Matt. 24:9-14, many will be converted to Christ after the rapture and become part of God’s
true Isragl; and, beyond that, it seemsthat God will leave a multitude to enter the
millennial kingdom (undoubtedly a billion people, or more) that are not part of (and never
will be part of) true Israel, called “the nations” in Rev. 20:3. (They can be called the
remnant of the nations.) Although there will he some rebelling on the part of some of these
people from the nations, or at least on the part, of some of their offspring (especially see
Rev. 20:7-10; cf. Isa. 65:20; Zech. 14:16-19), many of these people will end up in God's
eternal kingdom. (For more on the salvation of the remnant of the nations, see on Dan.
7:12 [pages 74, 75 of Mid-Week Rapture]; on Dan. 7:26, 27 [page 861; on Zech. 9:10
[page 196]; on Zech. 14:16-21 [pages 233-236]; on Rev. 13:7b, 8 [pages 332-334]; on
Rev. 15:4 [pages 244-246]; and see Note 3 [especially the last paragraph] on pages 338-
341. We'll discuss the nations under Matt. 25:31-46; Revelation chapters 20-22; and in the
Appendix of this paper.)], and they will seethe SON OF MAN COMING ON THE
CLOUDSOF THE SKY with power and great glory [For astart, see number 12 on
page 16 of Mid-Week Rapture. These words derive from Dan. 7:13, 14, which are
discussed in some detail on pages 75-83 of Mid-Week Rapture. The adj ective “great” could
be taken with both “power” and “glory.” Note Mark 13:26: “And then they will see THE
SON OF MAN COMING IN CLOUDS with great power and glory.” Some other verses
that speak of Christ’s coming with (great) power are Psalm 110:3; Luke 21:27; 1 Cor.
6:14; 15:43; Phil. 3:20, 21; 2 Thess. 1:9 (here Paul mentions “the glory of His power”); 2
Pet. 1:16; Rev. 11:17; and 12:10. Some other verses that speak of His coming with (great)
glory are Matt. 16:27; 25:31; Mark 8:38; Luke 9:26; 21:27; and 2 Thess. 1:9.] (31) And
Hewill send forth His angels [Some other verses that speak of Christ coming with the
angels are Matt. 13:30, 39, 41, 49; 16:27; 25:31; Mark 8:38; 13:27; Luke 9:26; 1 Thess.
4:16 (This verse just mentions “the voice of the archangel”; cf. Jude 1:9; Rev. 12:7); 2
Thess. 1:7; Jude 1:14 (seetheNiV); and Rev. 12:7.] with A GREAT TRUMPET AND
THEY WILL GATHER TOGETHER Hiselect from the four winds, from one end of
the sky to the other. [The first order of business for Christ, after He has returned and cast
down the devil and his angels, will be the gathering to Himself in the sky (the rapture)
those who have been waiting for, and loving, His appearing (cf., e.g., 1 Thess. 1.9, 10; 2
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Tim. 4:8). Thisisthe same trumpet we see in 1 Cor. 15:52 (which speaks of the
resurrection of the elect at the sounding of the last trumpet); in 1 Thess. 4:16, 17 (which
speaks of the resurrection and rapture of the elect at the sounding of the trumpet of God);
and in Rev. 11:15 (which speaks of God/Christ beginning to reign [the reign includes the
salvation of His elect and the judgment of His enemies] at the sounding of the seventh and
last trumpet of the book of Revelation). See numbers 11-15 on pages 15-17 of Mid-Week
Rapture. For adiscussion on this resurrection (including the question regarding who will
be resurrected at this time), see under Dan. 12:2 on pages 159-161 of Mid-Week Rapture.

Second Thess. 2:1 is an important cross-reference: “Now we request you, brethren, with
regard to the coming of the Lord Jesus Christ, and our gathering together to Him.” The
noun (episunagoge) translated “gathering together,” which is only used twice in the New
Testament, was derived from the verb used in Matt. 24:31 (episunago), which is transated
“they will gather together.” The noun (parousia) translated “coming” in 2 Thess. 2:1is
also used in Matt. 24:3, 27, 37, and 39 (and in quite afew other verses of the New
Testament). Second Thess. 2:1-12 are discussed in the last chapter of Mid-Week Rapture.
The last words of 24:31, “from the four winds [which is like saying “from the north, south,
east, and west”], from one end of the sky to the other [that is, from every place on the earth
under the sky]” mean worldwide. See Mark 13:27.

Gathering the end-time elect remnant of Israel. In most of the verses that speak of the end-
time gathering (saving) of Israel, the remnant of the nation Israel are spoken of, but it
seems clear that many Gentiles will also be converted to Christ after the rapture and
become part of God’ strue Israel, even as we Gentiles who become Christians in the days
before the rapture are grafted into God' s true Israel. (See under “Further discussion to help
show that the Christian church is part of God' s true Israel and part of the seed [offspring]
of God'’ strue Israel” on pages 315, 316 of Mid-Week Rapture, and see under Rev. 12:17b
on pages 323, 324.)

| assume the great trumpet of Isa. 27:12, 13 isalso in view herein Matt. 24:31: God will
begin to gather (save) the end-time elect remnant of the nation Israel on the earth at the
time of Christ’s mid-week return. See number 14 on page 17 of Mid-Week Rapture; see on
Mic. 5:3-6 (pages 251-254); on Zech. 9:11-10:12 [ The trumpet of Zech. 9:14 probably
refers to this same mid-week trumpet pictured in Matt. 24:31] (pages 196-202); on Zech.
12:1-14:5 (pages 221-231); on Rev. 11:13 (pages 288, 289); on Rev. 11:19 (page 304); on
Rev. 12:6 (page 317); and on Rev. 12:12-17 (pages 321-324). The discussion of Rev. 7:1-8
(pages 176-179) is also quite relevant, and many other verses also deal with the end-time
salvation and gathering of the end-time remnant of Israel, including Deut. 30:1-10, espec.
verse4; Isa. 11:11-16; Jer. 23:1-8; 30:1-11, 18-22; 31:1-40; 32:36-44; 33:1-26; Ezek.
20:33-44; 34:1-31; 36:1-38; 37:1-28; Hos. 2:14-23; Joel 2:32-3:21 (Joel 2:32-3:2 are
discussed on pages 156-158 of Mid-Week Rapture.); Mic. 2:12, 13; 7:14-20; and Rom.
9:27-29; 11:25-32.

Christ will aso ultimately gather the nations into God’ s eternal kingdom, as discussed
briefly under the mourning of Matt. 24:30 (cf., e.g., Rev. 21:1-22:3). They are part of
God' s elect; as Rev. 21:27 shows, their names are in the Lamb’ s book of life (they are
saved through His atoning death).] (32) Now learn the parable from thefig tree [Luke
21:29 has, “Behold the fig tree and al the trees”; this reading in Luke helps confirm that
the fig tree doesn’t represent Israel here in Matt. 24:32.]: when its branch has already
becometender, and putsforth itsleaves, you know that summer isnear; (33) even so
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you too, when you see all these things [Quite afew events/signs are mentioned in the
preceding verses. Mark 13:29 and Luke 21:31 don’t have the word “all” with“these
things.” Once we see adefinite sign like the abomination of desolation (confirmed by
other things like the ministry of the two prophets and the sounding of the first five
trumpets), we will know that Christ’s coming is very near.], recognize that He [speaking
of Christ, at His mid-week return] isnear, right at the door. [As the margin of the NASB
points out, we could translate “it” instead of “He.” If so, “it” would refer to the coming
kingdom. Cf. Luke 21:31.] (34) Truly | say to you, this generation will not pass away
until all these things take place. (35) Heaven and earth will pass away [Cf., eg., Isa
51.6; 65:17; 66:22; 2 Pet. 3:10-13; and Rev. 20:11; 21:1.], but My words shall not pass
away. [ Those who heard the words of Matt. 24:34 in the years between AD 30 and 70, or
s0, undoubtedly assumed that they applied to their generation (cf. Matt. 23:36), and that
their generation would live to see the return of Christ. However, it didn’t take long after
the destruction of the temple and Jerusalem (in AD 70) to discern that the end hadn’t come.
(There was no Antichrist, abomination of desolation followed by the short great
tribulation, the darkened sun and moon, and the coming of Christ in glory, etc., as required
by these words of Christ in the Olivet discourse, and the prophecies of Daniel and others.)
From our perspective, these words of Matt. 24:34 apparently mean that the generation that
begins to see the definite end-time signs will see the return, of Christ.] (36) But of that
day and hour no one knows, not even the angels of heaven, nor the Son, but the
Father alone. [Cf. Acts 1:6, 7. The dominant idea here is, since no one but the Father
knows the time of Christ’ sreturn, it’s of critical importance for each Christian of each
generation to get ready, and to stay ready, for His return. (See Matt. 24:42 with 24:43-51,
and 25:13 with 25:1-30.) The truth emphasized here must be held in tension with, and be
used to balance out, the teaching of Matt. 24:9-35 that there will be events/signs signaling
the nearness of Christ’s coming (see 24:32-34). Signs, or no signs, it’s mandatory for all
Christians to always be faithful and ready for His coming. We certainly cannot wait for
end-time signs to get ready for the return of Christ. From our perspective, we can see that
many generations of Christians have lived out their lives, and died, before the end-time
signs appeared. What if they had waited to see definite end-time signs before they got
serious with God to get ready for Christ’s coming? We don’t know for sure when we're
going to die—we can’'t afford to put off getting ready for Christ’s return. Also, to the
extent Christians aren’t walking close to God, the more they can be deceived and fail to
properly respond even when the signs do appear. Furthermore, aswe’ll discussin the
paragraph after next, if a Christian iswillfully living in sin, they may well find Christ
coming for them in judgment, like athief in the night, before the time of His mid-week
return.

It seems clear that at the time of the Olivet discourse Christ didn’t know the time of His
return. He clearly had some limitations after His great. condescension (in the will of God
the Father) to become a man (cf., e.g., Phil. 2:6-8; Luke 2:52; Heb. 2:17, 18; 4:15; and
5:8), though He didn’t become just a man—He became the God-man; He didn’t cease
being deity, God the Son. It seems that even after His resurrection, Jesus didn’t
immediately know all of the details regarding the end of the age (cf. Rev. 1:1). He didn't
tell usherein Matt. 24:36 (or in Acts 1:6, 7) that. Christians will continue in ignorance
regarding the time of His coming until the end—we won't. It seemsthat we are being
given more light all the time; being given the book of Revelation (some sixty-five years
after the Olivet discourse was given, and some twenty-five to forty years after the Gospel
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of Matthew was written, assuming that Matthew was written in the late fifties, or in the
sixties) was quite significant, and it seems God is giving us more understanding of the
book of Revelation (and of other prophetic passages) in these last days.

Once we see the abomination of desolation, we should know the time of His coming, at
least within afew days. | don’t believe there’ s much difference between knowing the exact
date of Christ’s return and knowing the date within afew days. | don’t believe it would be
detrimental for Christians truly living for God in the last few years before Christ returns to
know the exact date of His coming. (I'm not saying that we necessarily will know the
exact date, even after the abomination of desolation is manifested. Sometimes the Bible
uses round [approximate] numbers. See the “ Discussion on the Time of the Death of the
Two Prophets and the Time of Their Resurrection and Rapture” on pages 287, 288 of Mid-
Week Rapture.) Such Christians wouldn’t abuse this information as an opportunity to live
in sin for awhile, before repenting and getting ready for the day of Christ’sreturn. Surely
no true Christian could be that sinfully stupid. A dominant message that permeates Matt.
24:42-51 (which we' Il discuss below) isthat if any Christian of any generation starts
thinking that he has enough time to go off into sin for awhile since Christ isn’t coming
right away, he is making a big mistake. Such a Christian may find Christ coming for him
in judgment as athief in the night.. See 1 Thess. 5:2. It'simportant to note that the apostle
Paul doesn’t say in this verse that Christ is coming like athief in the night for those ready
for His coming (as many wrongly teach); see 1 Thess. 5:3, 4. Christ couldn’t come as a
thief in the night for those watching for His coming, which includes being faithful to Him
and living in His truth (by His grace), nor would He have any reason to come against them
in judgment, like athief in the night. Also see Rev. 3:3; 16:15; and Matt. 24:43, 44, 48-51.

| believe it’s important to see that the exhortations and warnings of Matt. 24:36-25:30
are especially needed by, and aimed at, those who live in the days before the definite end-
time signs appear. For further discussion on Matt. 24:32-36, see under “Will We Know the
Date of His Return” on pages 49-52 of Mid-Week Rapture.)] (37) For [The Kav and NKJv
have “But,” based on a different reading (de) in the Greek. This same Greek word (de) is
often translated “and,” or, “now,” and it is often left untranslated. | prefer the translation
“and,” “now,” or just leaving this word untranslated, as does the NIV, “ Asit wasin the
days of Noah, so it will be at the coming of the Son of Man.”] the coming of the Son of
Man will bejust likethe days of Noah. (38) For asin those days which were before
theflood they were eating and drinking, they were marrying and giving in marriage,
until the day that Noah entered the ark, (39) and they did not under stand until the
flood came and took them all away; so shall the coming of the Son of Man be. [The
judgment of the flood of Noah's day prefigures the flood of judgment that will flow when
Christ returns to judge the earth. There’ s nothing wrong with eating and drinking, or
marrying and giving in marriage, but the problem is that multitudes will keep on doing
such things until Christ returns, al the while being indifferent, or even antagonistic, to
their need to repent and to submit to Christ in humble, obedient, faith and get ready for the
day of judgment. It’simportant to observe that these words don’t apply to all men, just
those not fully living for Christ as we approach the day of judgment. Noah and his family
were ready for the judgment of the flood, and they entered the ark at the appropriate time,
even as those ready for the return of Christ will be taken in the rapture when He returns.
Noah and his family didn’t know exactly when the flood was coming, but they
undoubtedly knew that the ark must be finished before the flood came, and they certainly
weren’t surprised when the flood did come. Eventually Noah even knew (by revelation
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from God) when it was time to enter the ark, and that the rain would begin in seven days—
that’s rather specific and accurate, isn't it? (See Gen. 7:1-5.) In like manner, al Christians
can, and should, and must, be fully prepared for Christ’ s return—those who are prepared,
and waiting, and watching, certainly won'’t be surprised by the time of His coming.] (40)
Then there shall be two men in thefield; onewill betaken, and one will beleft. (41)
Two women will be grinding at the mill; onewill betaken, and one will beleft. [The
ones taken will be taken in the rapture, like Noah and his family were taken in the ark,
thereby escaping the flood of judgment that will fall on the earth; the ones left will face the
judgment of God. The Greek verb translated “will be taken” in verses40, 41 is
paralambano, the same verb used in John 14:3: “And if go and prepare a place for you, |
will come again, and receive you to Myself; that wherel am you may be aso.” A different
Greek verb (airo) isused in Matt. 24:39 of being taken away in judgment: “ and took them
all away.”] (42) Therefore[Thisword refers back to Matt. 24:36-41.] beon the alert
[This Greek verb can be tranglated other ways: The NIv has, “ Therefore keep watch”; and
the kJv and NKJv have, “ Watch therefore’; the Greek verb includes the idea of keeping
awake; we must continually be awake (alert, watchful) in a spiritual sense, never asleep
(cf.,eq., 1 Thess. 5:6; 1 Pet. 5:8; Rev. 3:2, 3; 16:15). I'll quote part of what J. A. Bengel
said on this verse (New Testament Word Studies, Vol. 1 [Kregel Publications, 1971];
originaly written in Latin in 1742): “ Watch, Greek Gregoreite, Latin Vigilate; — Thiswas
the reason, no doubt, that the name Gregory and Vigilantius were so common in the
ancient Church.”], for you do not know which day your Lord is coming. [Mark 13:33
has, “Take heed, keep on the alert; for you do not know when the appointed (thisword is
initalicsin the NASB) timeis.” As mentioned above, the dominant thought hereis that
since we don’t know the time of Christ’s coming, it's mandatory for each Christian of each
generation to always be alert and ready for His return. Also, as mentioned above, these
words are especially appropriate for those Christians living in the days before the definite
end-time signs are manifested.] (43) But be sure of this, that if the head of the house
had known at what time of the night the thief was coming, he would have been on the
alert and would not have allowed his house to be broken into. [This verse (and the
following verses) illustrates the need for all Christians to aways be

awake/a ert/watching/ready/prepared, then the thief won’t be able to steal from those in the
house. Since we don’t know when the thief is coming, we must always be ready/prepared,;
since we don’t know when the Lord will return, we must always be ready/prepared for His
return.) (44) For thisreason [since we don’t know the time of His coming] you be

ready [at all times] too; for the Son of Man is coming at an hour when you do not
think Hewill. [(Cf. Luke 12:40.) Inthefirst place, it should be noted that there never will
be an hour when we do not think the Lord is coming for those who heed Jesus’ admonition
contained in Matt. 24:36-51. Since He has commanded us to aways be ready for His
return, not knowing the time of His return, we'll never think of an hour/time that we don’t
think He s coming. The idea here — as Matt. 24:48-51 confirm —is of a Christian thinking
he hastimeto livein sin for awhile and then repent before Christ returns. Such thinking is
always faulty, and very dangerous. Even if Christ doesn’t returnin glory (which could
happen while that “Christian” is asleep in sin and totally unprepared for His return), He
may well comein judgment against that Christian in judgment (as we discussed under
Matt. 24:36), or that Christian may just diein sin before the Lord returns. As | mentioned
in Mid-Week Rapture, | believe there’ s a better way to translate the Greek here: “for the
hour that you do not think He comes, the Son of Man comes.” And again, the point is that
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there must never be such an hour/time when we' re confident we have timeto livein sin
(not living in the center of Hiswill) before repenting to get ready for His coming.] (45)
Who then isthefaithful and sensible slave [The Kav, NKJv, and the NIV have “servant.” ]
whom his master put in charge of his household to givethem their food at the proper
time? (46) Blessed isthat dave whom his master finds so doing when he comes. [In
other words, that Christian (in this case aleader in the Body of Christ) stays faithful to his
Master to the end.] (47) Truly | say to you, that hewill put him in charge of all his
possessions. [Cf., e.g., Matt. 25:21, 23; Luke 19:17, 19.] (48) But if that evil Slave saysin
hisheart, ‘My master isnot coming for along time [In other words, thisis an hour/time
that he doesn’t think that his master will return, and that he has some time for some “fun”
with good old sin before getting ready for his master’s return.],” (49) and shall begin to
beat hisfellow slaves and eat and drink with drunkards; (50) the master of that slave
will come on a day when he does not expect him and at an hour which he does not
know [As | mentioned, the point is that there must never he such an hour/time for a
Christian, and there never will be such atime for those who remain faithful to the Master
and Hisinstructions.], (51) and shall cut him in pieces and assign him a placewith the
hypocrites [which he certainly proved himself to be; Luke 12:46 speaks of assigning him
a place with the unbelievers]; weeping shall be there and the gnashing of teeth [It
doesn’t really make much difference whether the Lord Jesus comes after this slave/servant
in judgment at the end of thisage, or a an earlier time, or whether the slave/Christian just
diesin sin—the end result will be the same. It seems that this slave truly was a Christian at
the beginning (he represented a Christian in this parable); he was even put in a position of
substantial leadership over the other slaves (Christians); this fact makes his sin all the
more serious. See Luke 12:35-48. Matt. 24.42-51 are discussed on pages 43-45 of Mid-
Week Rapture.]
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MATTHEW CHAPTER 25

This Paper Deals Extensively with the Topic of God’ s Ultimate Salvation Plans for the
Nations.

The parable of the ten virginsin Matt. 25:1-13 and the parable of the talents in 25:14-30
both continue with the theme of Matt. 24:36-51 that each Christian of each generation
must become faithful, and stay faithful, to Christ until He returns (or until death), always
being ready for His return (including being ready for alengthy delay in Hisreturn).
Matthew 25:1-13 continue with the thought of 24:36-51, that one reason we always need
to beready isthat we don’t know the time of Hisreturn (see 25:13). The parable of the ten
virgins (the virgins represent Christians) shows that the prudent/wise virgins, who are
ready for Christ’s return when He comes, will be rewarded with entrance to God’ s eternal
kingdom; those not ready will be excluded from the kingdom. (In one sense God' s eternal
kingdom doesn’t begin until after the millennial kingdom; in another sense, it’s clear that
believers enter the glory of eternal life at the time Christ returns. Matthew chapter 25,
including 25:31-46, deals with entrance into, or exclusion from, God’ s eternal kingdom,
not just the millennia kingdom [cf. Matt. 25:41, 46].)

The parable of the talents covers much of the same ground as the parable of the ten
virgins, using a different picture, but emphasizing the same basic truth that each Christian
must be faithful to Christ until He returns, or until death. Those who are found faithful will
be rewarded; they will be rewarded, not only with entrance into God’ s eternal kingdom,
but also with the privilege of exercising authority in that kingdom. And, again, those not
found faithful are denied entrance into the kingdom. Both of these parables deal with the
end-of-the-age judgment of all Christians (the faithful and the unfaithful).

After dealing with the judgment of Christiansin Matt. 24:45-51; 25:1-30, the Lord Jesus
turns to the judgment of the nations in Matt. 25:31-46. The nations represent the rest of
mankind, all those who aren’t Christians (those who aren’t part of God’ s true Isragl). The
somewhat surprising thing is that these verses seem to teach (I can’t be dogmatic regarding
this interpretation) that many of these people will be found to be among the elect of God
(their names will be found in the Lamb’s book of life). As | understand it, however, those
from the nations that gain access into God' s eternal kingdom through the Lamb of God (cf.
Rev. 21:27) will forever be distinguished from God' s true Israel (which includes all
believers from the Old Testament days and al true Christians [new-covenant believers]).
For one thing, true Israel will forever reign with the Lord Jesus Christ (and God the Father
and the Holy Spirit); the nations won’t reign. We discussed the salvation of the nations
somewhat under Matt. 24:30, 31, and we'll discuss it at length as we continue. (These
people who are elect of the nations, assuming that there are such people, would not be
people that God had dealt with about the gospel who rejected it; they would be people that
had not been solidly confronted with the gospel.)

Then the kingdom of heaven will be comparable to ten virgins[The virgins represent
Christians (cf. 2 Cor. 11:2, 3), born-again Christians; all of them had some oil; their lamps
had all been burning (Matt. 25:8). However, as we' |l see, some of them don’t make
faithfulness to God top priority, and when Christ returns, they aren’t ready for His coming.
The primary message of the parable isthat each Christian must make their salvation top
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priority; they will, thereby, make sure they are aways faithful and ready for Christ’'s
return, or for the time of their death, whichever comes first. By speaking of ten virgins
(ten, by the way, can symbolize completeness, the complete number), instead of the bride
of Christ, Christ was able to include both prudent/wise and foolish virgins.], who took
their lamps [Their lamps represent their lives; their lives must be full of light through
submission to God and His Word and through maintaining awalk in the grace of God and
in the Holy Spirit, the One who enables Christians to walk in the light (which includes
truth, righteousness, and holiness).], and went out to meet the bridegroom. [The
bridegroom represents the Lord Jesus Christ (cf. Matt. 9:15; John 3:29). In avery red
sense, each Christian of each generation is on a pilgrimage to meet Christ, either at death,
or at the time of Hisreturn. (I remind the reader that in the early days of the Christian
church, Christians were thinking that Christ was probably coming soon. It seems that God
wanted them [and the Christians of subsequent generations] to think that way. At least it is
very clear that He requires each Christian of each generation to always be ready for
Christ’s coming.)] (2) And five of them werefoolish, and five wer e prudent [wisq.
[The kv, NKJv, and NIV have “wise” instead of “prudent” here, and in 25:4, 8, and 9. The
Greek adjective translated prudent hereis also used in Matt. 24:45, trandated “sensible’
by the NASB, and “wise” by the Kav, NKJv, andNIv. | prefer “wise” in al five verses.] (3)
For when the foolish took their lamps, they took no oil with them [As| mentioned,
they had some ail in their lamps (25:8), but they didn’t make adequate provision for the
future by making God and the things of God top priority, things like learning God's Word
and being doers of the Word, and like learning to walk in/by/after the Holy Spiritin
humility, righteousness, and holiness. (Oil apparently symbolizes the grace/Spirit of God
here. Wewalk in the grace/Spirit of God by faith.) They didn’'t do all that was required of
them to be faithful to their master, who demands His disciples aways be faithful and ready
for His return, no matter when He comes. Cf. Luke 12:35-40.], (4) but the prudent [wisg]
[This prudence/wisdom isn’t a matter of having ahigh IQ; it's a matter of submission to
God and His Word in humble faith, making Him top priority. The fear of the Lord is the
beginning of wisdom.] took oil in flasks along with their lamps. [ The prudent/wise took
God's Word serioudly (including the need to understand it) and made it atop priority item
to do what they must do today so they could always be faithful and ready for tomorrow,
including being prepared for adelay in Christ’s coming, even alengthy delay (even atwo-
thousand year delay). Delay, or no delay, signs, or no signs, we have been commanded,
and enabled, to always be ready for Hisreturn. It’s not enough to have a good beginning,
we must appropriate God' s sufficient grace (through a humble, obedient faith) so we can
have a good ending. That’s what the wise virgins do.] (5) Now while the bridegroom was
delaying, they all got drowsy and began to sleep. [On adelay in His coming, cf., e.g.,
Maitt. 24:48 (The Greek verb [actually it’s a participle] tranglated “while [the bridegroom]
was delaying” here was also used in Matt. 24:48, “is not coming for along time”); and
Luke 19:11-27, especialy verse 11.

In the viewpoint of this parable, there’ s apparently nothing wrong with sleeping
(physically); the wise virgins were sleeping too; but it's mandatory that we don’t ever
sleep spiritualy (cf., e.qg., Matt. 24:42-44 [see under these verses|; 1 Thess. 5:4-8. It's clear
that we must be prepared for adelay in Christ’s coming; we must always be ready for His
coming, no matter when He comes.] (6) But at midnight there was a shout, “Behold, the
bridegroom! Come out to meet him.” (7) Then all thosevirginsrose, and trimmed
their lamps. [ Trimming the lamps means putting them in order, including trimming the
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wicks and adding oil.] (8) And thefoolish said to the prudent [wise], “ Give us some of
your oil, for our lamps are going out.” [It's clear that their lamps had been burning. As|
mentioned, this seems to clearly indicate that they had become born-again Christians—
they had, at least to some extent, a good beginning.] (9) But the prudent [wiseg]

answer ed, saying, “ No, therewill not be enough for usand you too; go instead to the
dealersand buy some for yourselves.” [There' s no idea here of the prudent/wise being
stingy, selfish, or unloving. There are some things that one person can’t do for another; we
are all responsible before God to be prepared for the return of Christ. This parable makes it
quite clear that we can’t just wait until the last minute to try to get ready—we must get
ready, and stay ready. Anything lessis very dangerous, and we have been forewarned.]
(10) And while they wer e going away to makethe purchase, the bridegroom came,
and those who wer e ready [Again, we must aways be ready.] went in with him to the
wedding feast [This is comparable to being taken in the rapture/to entering God' s eternal
kingdom. On the “wedding feast,” cf. Matt. 22:1-14; Rev. 19:7-9.]; and the door was
shut. (11) And later the other virginsalso came, saying, “Lord, lord, open up for us.”
[Compare Matt. 7:21-27 (Note that Matt. 7:24-27 use the word wisefor those who act
upon the words of Jesus and the word foolish for those who don’t.); Luke 6:46-49; and
13:22-30.] (12) But He answered and said, “Truly | say toyou, | do not know you.”
[These are words that no Christian ever wants to hear; we must he ready for Christ’s
return. Matt. 7:23 has, “Then | will declare to them, ‘1 never knew you; DEPART FROM
ME, YOU WHO PRACTICE LAWLESSNESS." ” (Matthew 7:23 seems to be somewhat
different than 25:12 in that it carries the idea that those “ Christians’ never were known by
Christ. Does Christ teach herein 25:1-13 that it’ s totally impossible for any of the foolish
who missthe rapture to repent, get ready, and eventually make it into God' s eternal
kingdom? If all we had was this parable, we would have to answer yes to this question, and
I don’t want to minimize the seriousness of not being ready for Christ’s coming when He
comes; however, | wouldn’t want to say that it’ stotally impossible that such a Christian
could become faithful to Christ and live for Him throughout the very difficult days of the
second half of Daniel’s 70th week and eventually enter God’ s eternal kingdom. (As
discussed under Matthew chapter 24, we only learn details like the fact that many people
will be saved after the rapture through subsequent revelation, especially through the book
of Revelation.) Anyway, no Christian has any business ever being unready for Christ’s
return; it’s an extremely dangerous place to be.] (13) Be on thealert then, for you do not
know the day nor the hour. [Compare Matt. 24:36-46, especialy 24:42; see under that
verse. The same Greek verb (gregoreo) is used in Matt. 24:42 and 25:13.] (14) For it is
just like a man about to go on a journey, who called hisown slaves[The Kav, NKJV,
and NIV translate “servants.”], and entrusted his possessionsto them. [(Cf. Matt. 24:45-
51; Luke 19:11-27.) The master represents the Lord Jesus Christ; He was leaving to go
back to heaven, after His death and resurrection. His slaves/servants represent Christians;
they must be faithful to Him in His absence; they must be faithful to all that He requires of
them until He returns (which provesto be “after along time” [25:19]). Christians that are
always faithful are always ready for Christ’s return, no matter when He returns. When He
returns there will be aday of reckoning for all Christians (based on what they have, or
have not done, which demonstrates what was in their hearts—those walking in faith will
have righteous lives by the grace of God in Christ).] (15) And to one he gave five talents,
to another, two, and to another, one, each according to his own ability; and he went
on hisjourney. [It'sdifficult to assign a monetary value to the talent that Jesus spoke of
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here (the estimates cover awide range), but it was a substantial amount of money, at |east
the equivalent of several thousand U.S. dollars. In this parable faithfulness is measured in
terms of being faithful to use the master’s money in away that will benefit the master,
accomplishing His will and purposes. All had the “ability” to be faithful to the master
(according to the master’ s evaluation); for one thing, His grace issufficient; He gives us
the grace to be, and to do, all that He requires of us; He gives us the grace to be faithful to
Him in every way. (We appropriate, and walk, in God' s sufficient grace by faith, in
accordance with His Word.)

It'strue, of course, that we Christians are required to be faithful with (to rightly use) the
money that comesto us, but that’s only asmall part of our responsibility to be faithful to
our master—we must be faithful in every area of our lives. Leon Morris (Gospel
According to Matthew [Inter-Varsity Press, 1992]) points out, “From this parable we have
derived the use of ‘talent’ to indicate abilities of various kinds, but we should be clear that
the word had no such associationsfor Jesus and his hearers. It was simply a unit of
weight.”] (16) Immediately [ This word helps demonstrate that this slave/servant with the
five talents (and the slave/servant with the two talents, who functioned “in the same
manner” [25:17] asthis slave/servant with the five talents) made faithfulnessto his master
top priority, asisrequired of slaves/servants. Christians are slaves/servants of God, as many
verses of the New Testament show (and they are sons, etc.), but this slavery/servanthood
brings the only true freedom.] the one who had received thefive talents went and
traded with them, and gained five moretalents. (17) In the same manner the onewho
had received the two talents gained two more. (18) But he who received the one talent
went away and dug in the ground, and hid his master’s money. [Aswe'll see, this
behavi or manifested total unfaithfulness, and there was no legitimate ex cuse for
it.] (19) Now after a longtimethe master of those slaves [servants| came and
settled accounts with them. (20) And the one who had received the five
talents came and brought five more talents, saying, “Master, you entrusted five
talentsto me; see, | have gained five moretalents.” (21) His master said to him, “Well
done, good and faithful slave [servant]; you wer e faithful with a few things, | will put
you in charge of many things, enter into the joy of your master.” [Hearing words like
these from the Lord Jesus at the end is all that really matters; we must live our livesin the
light of the day of reckoning. To “enter into the joy of [our] master” isto enter the
joy/rgjoicing of God's eternal kingdom, the joy that comes with experiencing the fulness
of eternal life and rei gning with the Lord Jesus Christ in glory. Christians can, of
course, have substantial joy during this present age (cf., e.g., Luke 10:17; John 15:11;
Rom. 14:17; and Gal. 5:22), but I’'m quite sure the joy of the next age will be very much
greater. Note that Matt. 25:21, 23 speak of the future state of joy for those who are faithful
and ready for Christ’sreturn. A primary cause for rejoicing now (during this present age)
is the anticipation of the eternal state of glory waiting for us. (Cf., e.qg., Matt. 5:12; Luke
10:20; Rom. 12:12; 1 Pet. 1:6, 8; and 4:13. The Greek noun [chara] translated joy was
derived from the verb [chair o] trandated rejoice.)

| assumethisis“thejoy of [our] master” in that thisjoy/this state of joy comes from Him.
(Everything good comesfrom Him.) As | mentioned, part of the reward for
faithf ulness in this parabl e is being given authority in God’ s eterna kingdom. All
those who make it to heaven as part of God' strue Israel will reign. (See under “thrones
were set up” of Dan. 7:9, including the section titled “A More Detail ed Look at Those
Who Will Reign with the Lord Jesus Christ and the Time They Will Begin to Reign” on
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pages 72, 73 of Mid-Week Rapture; also see Rev. 22:5.) Apparently, however, some will
have greater authority than others (not that one is better than the other); see Matt. 24:45-
47; see under Dan. 12:3 on pages 161, 162 of Mid-Week Rapture and see under 1 Cor.
15:41 in this paper.] (22) The one also who had received the two talents came up and
said, “Master, you entrusted to me two talents; see, | have gained two moretalents.”
(23) Hismaster said to him, “Well done, good and faithful slave [servant]; you were
faithful with a few things, | will put you in charge of many things; enter into thejoy
of your master.” [This slave/servant, like the first one, was faithful to his master; he did
all that was required of him. Will this slave have less authority than the first onein God's
eternal kingdom? It could be, but | don’t believe we have enough information to answer
this question with any assurance; however, we can be fully confident that God does/will do
al things well, and there won’'t be any complaints. (There had better not be any
complaints, or any superiority complexes, or inferiority complexes, etc.)] (24) And the
one also who had received the onetalent came up and said, “Master [He called him
master (this same Greek word is normally translated Lord), but he didn’t serve him/Him as
master/Lord. Cf., e.qg., Matt. 7:21-23; Luke 6:46], | knew you to bea hard man, reaping
whereyou did not sow, and gathering wher e you scattered no seed. [Many understand
the Greek verb trandlated scattered here to refer to winnowing, where the chaff (not seed)
is scattered. The word for seed isin italicsin the NASB.

Sin (including doubt and rebellion) starts with awrong view of God, aview derived
from the lies of the devil. This started for man in the Garden of Eden with Satan attacking
the truthfulness and character of God—and Eve listened to him; and, at least to some
extent, she agreed with him. We can always find something to complain about, if we alow
ourselves to. Even in the Garden you could find something to complain about, something
that could be looked at in a[faulty/sinful] way that seemed to demonstrate that God must
have done/be doing something wrong. (Who is God to make Adam work in the Garden?
Why doesn’t He work in the Garden Himself? Why did He give Adam more responsibility
than he could handle? Why such awife? Why did God permit the serpent to come? Why
did He create the serpent to begin with? Why did He let Satan rebel? Why didn’t He just
destroy Satan after He rebelled? Why did God allow free will? Didn’t He know what
would happen? If He didn’'t know, why not? If He did know, then He must be responsible
for our sin! This must be His fault! Why did He put that tree, with its deadly fruit, in the
Garden? This must be man abuse! What a sad place to be, only one really good thing in the
Garden and man can’'t have it!) We must be very careful who, and what, we listen to. And
we must be very careful we don’t leave any room for thoughts against God, thoughts of
rebellion, to take root in our hearts. By the way, we're the ones on trial, not God.

The attitude of the slave/servant in this parable regarding his master apparently carries
the ideathat there’ s something wrong with the master gaining benefit from work he didn’t
personally do, asif such work necessarily means the exploitation of others. He didn’t
respect the master; he didn’t love the master; and we can undoubtedly say he didn’t want
to benefit the master; his master certainly didn’t deserve it, he thought.

A dave, aservant, aworker, a Christian can aways find away to look at things in away
that causes dissatisfaction (and the devil will give us as much help as much as we'll take);
however, in the case of man’s dealings with God, the complaints are alwaystotally
inappropriate, and sinful. A master, an owner, a boss, etc. have some rights, but they can,
and sometimes do, abuse their rights; God certainly has rights over us (He is God; Heis
our Creator, our Savior, our Sustainer, and our Judge), but He doesn’t abuse Hisrights. In
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most ways it would be wrong to say that God is “hard” (Heisloving, generous, quick to
forgive when His slaves/servants repent, etc.), but He does demand faithfulness—that’s a
dominant point in this parable. And the Bible frequently speaks of Hiswrath.] (25) And |
was afraid [Thiswasn’t a genuine, healthy, Biblical fear of God; such afear would have
led to obedience; he wasn't afraid to be unfaithful to his master. (On the fear of the Lord,
see the discussion under Phil. 2:12 on page 35 of The Christian, the Law, and Legalism.)
The master totally rejected his excuses, and he pointed out what the real problem wasin
the next verse.], and went away and hid your talent in the ground; see, you have what
isyours.” (26) But hismaster answered and said to him, “You wicked, lazy slave
[servant], you knew that | reap wherel did not sow, and gather where| scattered no
seed. (27) Then you ought to have put my money in the bank, and on my arrival |
would have received my money back with interest. [The Old Testament did not permit
the Israelites to charge interest to one another (cf. Ex. 22:25; Lev. 25:35-37; Deut. 23:19;
Psalm 15:5; and Ezek. 18:8); Deut. 23:20, however, permitted charging interest to
foreigners] (28) Thereforetake away the talent from him, and giveit to theonewho
hastheten talents.” [I’m sure we would push the details of this parabletoo far if we were
to think of more being given to the slave/servant who now has ten talents but more not
being given to the faithful slave/servant who now has four talents. See the next verse.] (29)
For to everyone who has shall more be given, and he shall have an abundance; but
from the one who does not have, even what he does have shall be taken away.
[Compare Matt. 13:12; Mark 4:25; and Luke 8:18. This concept is easy to understand: The
one who loves the things of God (like the balanced truth of His Word, righteousness,
holiness, and the fruit and gifts of the Spirit) will rightly use them for the glory of God.
Those who don’t love and appreciate what they have from God won’t useit, and
eventually what little they have will be taken away. This last save/servant had clearly
demonstrated that he wasn’t going to rightly use the talent he had been given.] (30) And
cast out the worthless slaveinto the outer darkness; in that place there shall be
weeping and gnashing of teeth. [The “outer darkness’ isonly mentioned in Matthew
(also Matt. 8:12; 22:13, but cf., e.qg., 2 Pet. 2:4 [The NASB has, “For if God did not spare
angels when they sinned, but cast them into hell and committed them to pits of darkness,
reserved for judgment.” | believe the BAGD Greek Lexicon’s “[held them] captivein
Tartarus’ is better that the NASB’ s * cast them into hell.”]; 2 Pet. 2:17; and Jude 1:13.) The
words “weeping and gnashing of teeth” are also found in Matt. 8:12; 13:42, 50; 22:13;
24:51; and Luke 13:28. (As | mentioned Matt. 8:12; 22:13 aso mention the “outer
darkness.” Matthew 13:42, 50 combine the “weeping and gnashing of teeth” with being
cast into the furnace of fire.)

Ultimately there are two possible destinies for man: To have aplace in God's eternal
kingdom of life and light, or to be excluded from that kingdom. The expressions “outer
darkness’ and Gehennah, the lake of fire (cf. Matt. 25:41, 46; 13:42, 50; and Rev. 20:14,
15) apparently speak of the same basic redlity: eterna separation from God, bearing the
penalty for (unrepented of) rebellion against Him. God is a God of light, and His kingdom
is akingdom of light. (God’s light, understood in afull sense, includestruth, divine order,
peace, love, righteousness, holiness, and health.) To be separated from Him and His
kingdom means separation from the light, and the resultant darkness.] (31) But when the
Son of Man comesin Hisglory, and all theangelswith Him [Thisis the same coming
pictured in Matt. 24:30, 31; see the discussion under those verses.], then He will sit on
His gloriousthrone [the throne of His glory]. (32) And all the nationswill be gathered
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before Him [The Lord Jesus will begin to reign (the throne goes with the reigning, which
includes judging) at the time of His mid-week return. (Cf., e.g., Matt. 16:27; Rev. 11:15-
18; and 12:10; on thisreign see number 15 on page 17 of Mid-Week Rapture.) It's
important to see that (in the context of the Olivet discourse) Christ has aready judged all
Christians (the faithful and the unfaithful), as pictured in Matt. 24:45-25:30, before we
come to this account of Hisjudging the nations (the rest of mankind) in Matt. 25:31-46.
The judgments of Matt. 24:45-25:30 cause a separation between the saved and the lost of
Christ’ s disciples, even as the jJudgment of the nations in Matt. 25:31-46 causes a
separation between the saved (the sheep) and the lost (the goats) of the nations. It's also
important to see that the resurrected/transformed and glorified brothers of the Lord Jesus
Christ (all the members of God’ strue Israel) will be with Him when He judges the nations
(see, e.g., 1 Thess. 4:17); they will even be reigning with Him. Matthew 24:30, 31 confirm
that the glorified saints are already with Christ: They are gathered to Him when He comes.
Here in Matt. 25:32 we read of a subsequent gathering: The nations “will be gathered
before Him.”

A Few More Comments Regarding the Judgment of Christ’s Disciples. We discussed the
fact that, asit has turned out (though this point isn’t spelled out in Matt. 24:45-25:30),
many generations of Christians have lived and died before the Lord returns to judge His
disciples. (If God had made it clear that the first Christian generation wasn’t the last
generation, He would have undercut the Biblical emphasis on the nearness of the end.
Each generation was apparently to live in the light of the nearness of the end.) | believe we
can say that the judgments of Matt. 24:45-25:30 include the judgment of the Christians of
all generations who will have died before Christ returns. Those judged faithful (judged to
be true Christians) will be resurrected and glorified and enter God' s eternal kingdom at the
time of Christ’s mid-week return (along with those represented by the five wise virgins of
Matt. 25:1-13). We can apparently also say that at the time of their deaths a major aspect
of the judgment of faithful (true) Christians takes place, when they are taken to heaven
(heaven in apreliminary sense, before the day of resurrection, glorification, and reigning;
cf. 2 Cor. 5:1, 8; Phil. 1:21, 23; and 1 Thess. 4:14). The judgment of al Christianswho are
converted before the rapture will be completed by the time they begin to reign in the
middle of Daniel’s 70th week. The judgment of all the true (faithful) Christians who are
converted after Christ returns will be completed before the millennial kingdom reign
begins (cf. Rev. 20:4).

What About the Believers from Old Testament Days? | assume that those who are judged
to be faithful (true believers) will aso be resurrected and glorified at Christ’s mid-week
return. They are part of God’ strue Isragl.

Some Concluding Remarks Regarding God' s True Israel. When the millennial kingdom
begins, al the members of God’ strue Israel will have been judged,

resurrected/transformed, and glorified, and they will have begun to reign with the Lord
Jesus Christ. It’s quite possible that (in God' s plans) true Israel will have become complete
by the time the millennial kingdom begins, and the call to become a member of God’ s true
Israel will no longer be extended after this time. On the resurrection/transformation of
God' strue Israel, see on Dan. 12:2 on pages 159-161 of Mid-Week Rapture. On the reign
of true Israel, see “ A More Detailed Look at Those Who Will Reign with the Lord Jesus
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Christ and the Time They Will Begin to Reign” on pages 72, 73 of Mid-Week Rapture.

Christ’s End-Time Judgment of the Nations. It’s important to see that this account of
Christ’s judgment of the nations (Matt. 25:31-46) is quite abbreviated and quite ssmplified;
it provides a brief, summarizing account of the nations being judged according to their
works. (Judgment according to works doesn’t deny the fact that salvation comes only
through God'’ s grace in Christ.) This account skips the details of the judging that takes
place throughout the second half of Daniel’s 70th week (including Armageddon) and the
subjugation of all God’s enemies (cf., e.g., 1 Cor. 15:24-26; Rev. 11:15-20:3), and it skips
the millennial kingdom. It (like Matt. 24:45-25:30) skips mentioning that many
generations of people from the nations are included here, and that those who have died
will be resurrected before this judgment.

This account also fails to explicitly mention that there (apparently) will be amajor
difference between the eternal destinies of true Isragl and the saved/elect of the nationsin
God's eternal kingdom. For one very significant difference, true Isragl will reign, the
nations won't. This difference, which is pictured in other passages (including Revelation
chapters 21, 22) can be inferred from Matt. 24:45-25:30 in that it is mentioned several
times that the faithful Christians (those who enter God'’ s eternal kingdom) are given
authority to reign, but it isn’t mentioned in Matt. 25:31-46 that those saved as part of the
nations will reign. For another significant difference, the members of true Isragl are
presented as “brothers’ of the Lord Jesus Christ in Matt. 25:31-46 (see verse 40). Itisn't
surprising, as discussed above, that the Olivet discourse would skip over many end-time
details, and especially details that we learn about mostly from the book of Revelation
(which was given some sixty-five years after the Olivet discourse). Most Biblical accounts
skip details that we must learn from other passages. And that’s especially true for a
passage like the one we' re studying, which has many features of a parable, and isincluded
in adiscourse following three parables.

It'simportant to see that this account (Matt. 25:31-46) isn’t at all limited to a judgment
of the nations to determine who will be permitted to enter the millennial kingdom, as some
teach. The eternal destinies of those from the nations throughout this lengthy Christian age
arein view here. As| mentioned, the eternal nature of this judgment is demonstrated by
Matt. 25:41, 46.

We wouldn’'t have to stretch this judgment scene very far to say that it could easily
include the judgment of the nations that lived in Old Testament days; | assume they will be
judged at this time even though they’ re not specifically mentioned here. They’re not
mentioned here because the focus hereis on the judgment of those from the nations that
have lived at the same time as, and have interacted with, Christians. If this scene were
extended to include the judgment of the nations that lived in Old Testament days, it would
undoubtedly emphasize their interaction with, and their treatment of, the members of
God'strue Israel in Old Testament days.

Although it certainly is true that the judgment of the nations on the basis of their works
involves more than whether they did, or did not, extend mercy to Christians, such works
are the only ones mentioned here. (The next paragraph helps explain this mention of
extending mercy to Christians.) Such works are well suited to manifest what isin the heart.
Works reflect what isin the heart, and even for those from the nations (who weren’t born-
again), their works flowed, at least to some extent, from a heart open to God/from faith in
God (but not faith in the full sense that they would be considered believersin New
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Testament days, or in the Old Testament days, at least not most of them).

Thisteaching by the Lord Jesus Christ is designed to strongly emphasize His love and
concern for His disciples throughout His time of separation from them, atime that
involves many difficulties. (In some very significant ways, He is with us throughout this
present age [cf. Matt. 28:20].) Thislove and concern for His disciplesis a dominant point
in Matt. 25:31-46; it could be considered the dominant point. Keep in mind that this
discourse was given by the Lord Jesus, and was written by Matthew (under God's
direction) for the benefit of the Christian church. It's more important for us to know of
God'slove for us than for us to know His ultimate plans for the nations.

The other contender for the dominant point in this account is the information that alarge
number of people from the nations (the sheep) will ultimately be saved and have aplace in
God' s eternal kingdom. The sheep are surprised by their salvation, and by the reason given
for it. They undoubtedly are overwhelmed by God' s saving grace. One reason this
teaching is so significant is that the New Testament has so little to say on this topic. We'll
discuss this salvation of the sheep as we continue.

The mog important cross-reference for this judgment of the nations is the great-white-
throne judgment of Rev. 20:11-15 (at the end of the millennium) with Rev. 21:1-22:3,
verses that show the entrance of the saved/elect from the nations into the eterna life of
God's eternal kingdom after the great-white-throne judgment. (At least that’swhat | seein
Rev. 20:11-22:3. Many, even the magjority, don’t agree with this interpretation, at least not
yet, but, aswe'll discuss, thereisatrend in the direction of seeing more hope for the
salvation of some non-Christians/the nations.) It’simportant to see that those saved from
the nations that enter God’ s eternal kingdom (His new earth with it’s New Jerusalem) will
enter by the grace of God through Jesus Christ—they are part of God's elect (Rev. 21:27
shows that their names are written in the Lamb’ s book of life—the fact that there names
have been written in the Lamb’ s book of life since the foundation of the world [cf. Rev.
13:8; 17:8] shows that the salvation of the elect of the nations has been part of God’s plan
from the beginning); however, as | have mentioned, they apparently are not, and never will
be, part of God' s true Isragl. (I don’t expect to hear one complaint from the sheep because
they aren’t part of true Israel.) Revelation 20:11-15 aren’t discussed hardly at all in Mid-
Week Rapture; Rev. 21:1-22:3 are discussed to some extent on pages 338-341. We'll
discuss Revelation chapters 20-22 in athorough, verse-by-verse manner after we finish
Matthew chapter 25. (The discussion of those chaptersisincluded on the internet.) The
study of those chapters will help substantiate the interpretation of Matt. 25:31-46 given
here.

In the Appendix of this paper, we'll consider many other passages of Scripture (beyond
Rev. 20:1-22:3) that will help substantiate the interpretation given here regarding the
salvation of the nations. (Part of the content of that Appendix isincluded on the internet.)
In the Appendix we'll also discuss some of the viewpoints that have existed throughout
much of the history of the Christian church regarding the possibility of salvation of people
that weren’t old-covenant believersin Old Testament days, or born-again Christians in
New Testament days. Some of these viewpoints will help substantiate what | say here
regarding the salvation of the nations. In our day there are many Christians, including
many evangelicals (and the number isincreasing), that believe many such persons will end
up being saved by God' s grace in Christ Jesus. These views deal, for the most part, with
those who haven't been confronted, at least not adequately confronted, with the gospel.
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Some |mportant Comments Regarding This I nterpretation of God' s Judgment of the
Nations.

We have to be careful, humble, and cautious when dealing with atopic like this, making it
atop priority to aim for the balanced truth of what the Bible teaches. We certainly don’t
need any more heresies, or new half-baked revelations, or things that cause unnecessary
divisonsin the Body of Christ. We must be careful who we listen to; we can’t afford to
accept everything we hear; we must humbly, carefully, and prayerfully check it out. I'm
not an expert on the various viewpoints held by different segments of the Christian church
regarding the ultimate destiny of non-Christians (the nations), but | do know that in our
day some of those who promote the viewpoint that many (or, most; or, al) of them will be
saved are quite unorthodox on the Christian basics. They may deny the virgin birth, the
atoning death, and/or the resurrection of Jesus Christ; they may deny the existence of
Satan and demons; etc. They don’t have a sufficiently high view of the Bible. I’'m not the
judge of anyone, but | can’t consider thisreal Christianity. | don’t want to get very close to
any slippery slopes; you can go down along way. | plan to go up.

It's also true, however, that we do need to rightly divide all of God’'s Word; we can’'t
avoid aBiblical truth (or passages of the Bible) just because some unorthodox Christians
have spoken on that topic; we al should be open to the fact that we still have things
(much) to learn, and we have errorsin what we believe. | believe | have a solid Scriptural
basis for the interpretation given here, but | don’t claim to have al the answers. | have
been teaching Matt. 25:31-46 and Rev. 20:1-22:3 the way | do in this paper for quite afew
years (but with reserve and caution); however, I’m still open to further light on these
Verses,

What I’ m sharing here regarding the salvation of the nations doesn’t deal with the heart
of the Christian gospel—it doesn’t directly affect our salvation. The controversia points
deal with God' s future plans for, and judgment of, the nations. | interpret this passage as |
do for one primary reason—I believe (but not dogmatically) that thisis what the Bible
teaches. | also believe this topic isimportant enough to deserve our attention, evenif it's
not at the heart of the Christian gospel. Furthermore, the more we draw close to the time of
the rapture, the more important it becomes for us to rightly understand God’ s end-time
prophecies, especially the book of Revelation.

As Christians we are only authorized to share one primary message with mankind
everywhere: All mankind (which, according to the Bible, isin spiritual death and under
sin) is caled to repent and to submit to the gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ in humble,
obedient, faith in order to get ready to face God on the day of judgment (cf., e.g., Acts
17:30, 31). We certainly aren’t authorized to tell the nations (non-Christians) to make sure
they do afew good deeds for Christians (or do any number of good works) so they can be
surethey’ll go to heaven. At the same time, we aren’t commanded to tell them, | don’t
believe, that everyone who has died the last two thousand years that wasn’t a born-again
Christian is necessarily destined for hell. Some questions we aren’t able to fully answer, or
to answer with authority; however, we can trust God, the Judge of all the earth, to do what
isright (I mean really right, | mean fully right, with no mistakes of any kind). He won’t
make any mistakes regarding who He takes to heaven (through Jesus Christ) by His grace.

There are some apparent differences between the salvation of true Isragl and the
salvation of the nations; however, even with those saved from the nations, the works are an
expression of what’s in the heart; the works (at |east to some extent) manifest something of
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faith in God. The New Testament doesn’t tell us much about the salvation of the nations.
(Wedon't have aneed to know much; God, the Savior and the Judge, will take care of the
details. We have a need to understand, and to live in line with, the gospel.) Many
Christians don’t have any room for the concept of a somewhat distinct salvation for the
nations (as distinct from the salvation of true Israel), and | don’t believe | must be
dogmatic on this point.

| admit that | like to think in terms of the population of heaven being aslarge as possible
(at the expense of the population of hell); however, the only really important questionis,
What does God think?/What does the Bible teach? | also like to think that no one will miss
heaven, and go to hell, over atechnicality, like afailure to be confronted with the true
gospel. (One factor that we must take into consideration is that sometimes substantial parts
of the Christian church have been so backslidden that they would tend to frighten away
prospective converts; I’m not exaggerating.) | want to think that all who miss heaven will
do so because of arebellious, unrepentant heart (that’ s not about to change), a heart full of
rebellion against God and His ways. Such people wouldn’t really want to be in heaven, not
that will want the aternative.

| try to make it atop priority item to not let my desires, feelings, or the popularity of a
particular teaching affect my interpretation/teaching of the Scriptures. Many evangelicals,
and there are more al the time, agree that some Christians have been overly restrictive
regarding who will ultimately make it to heaven, often dogmatically excluding all people
that have lived the last two thousand years that didn’t become born-again Christians,
including those who have never heard the gospel. (See the Appendix.) | don’'t believe it
should be atest of Christian orthodoxy to insist that only afew, asmall minority of those
who have lived on the earth, will makeit to heaven. | don’t know how many will
ultimately enter heaven (I'm speaking of true Israel plus the elect of the nations), but |
won'’t be shocked if more than half make it to heaven. I’'m certainly not saying that it will
turn out thisway. We'll discuss the verses that speak of a“few” being saved on pages 125-
127.]; and He will separatethem from one another, asthe shepherd separatesthe
sheep from the goats [This separating involves God' s judging, and as 25:35-46 show, this
judging is based on works. Judgment according to works for all mankind is a common
Biblical theme (cf. Psalm 62:12; Prov. 24:12; Matt. 16:27; John 5:28, 29; Rom. 14:11, 12;
1 Cor. 6:9-11; 2 Cor. 5:10; 11:15; Gal. 6:7-9; Eph. 5:3-7; 1 Pet. 1:17; Rev. 20:12, 13; and
22:12). This doesn’t mean that anyone can earn a place in heaven by their works; everyone
in heaven will be there because of God' s grace granted through Christ Jesus, the Lamb of
God. Thisincludes al those saved from the nations, as Rev. 21:27 shows, even as it
includes all the members of God’strue Israel.]; (33) and He will put the sheep on His
right, and the goats on the left. (34) Then the King will say to those on Hisright,
“Come, you who are blessed of My Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you
from the foundation of theworld. [Those likened to sheep are granted entrance into
God's eternal kingdom. In the salvation plans of God, this kingdom has been
“prepared...from the foundation of the world.” (Cf., e.g., Matt. 13:35; 20:23; 1 Cor. 2:9;
and Heb. 11:16.) God' s plans from the foundation of the world include who His elect are,
based on His foreknowledge (cf. Eph. 1:4; Rom. 8:28-30; Rev. 13:8; 17:8; and 21:27). As
| mentioned, Rev. 21:27 demonstrates that the names of the elect from the nations are
written in the Lamb’s book of life. Revelation 13:8; 17:8 demonstrate that these names
have been in the book of life since the foundation of the world. (Many verses, including
Rev. 13:8; 17:8, demonstrate that the names of all the members of God' strue Israel arein
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the Lamb’ s book of life.) All salvation flows from God' s grace, not works that merit
salvation.] (35) For | was hungry, and you gave M e something to eat; | wasthirsty,
and you gave Medrink; | wasa stranger, and you invited Mein; (36) naked, and you
clothed Me; | wassick, and you visited Me; | wasin prison, and you cameto Me.”
(37) Then therighteous [The adjective righteous is used here, asit oftenis, in arelatively
righteous sense. For one thing, Christ wasn't saying that they were righteous like born-
again Christians are righteous, who had received the imputed and imparted righteousness
of God. Thereisno denia of the fact that the Bible teaches that all men (with the
exception of born-again Christians) are spiritually dead and (to one degree or another)
sinners. Some are relatively righteous in that they have a heart (somewhat) open to God
and do some righteous things; such people are often quick to admit that they need to repent
and receive forgiveness for their sins.] will answer Him, saying, “Lord, when did we see
you hungry, and feed you, or thirsty, and give You drink? (38) And when did we see
You a stranger, and invite You in, or naked, and clothe You? (39) And when did we
seeYou sick, or in prison, and cometo You?” (40) And the King will answer and say
tothem, “Truly | say to you, to the extent that you did it to one of these brothers of
Mine, even theleast of them, you did it to Me.” [Wewon't begin to understand these
verses until we understand who “these brothers of [Christ]” are. Many understand them to
refer to the needy of mankind, worldwide. The Bible shows that we should show concern
for the needy of mankind (and especially if they are, in some ways, innocent; e.g., the
orphaned, widowed, endaved, or otherwise mistreated). However, I’ m confident that these
aren’t the people Jesus referred to here. “These brothers of [His]” are Christians. See Matt.
28:10; John 20:17; Rom. 8:29; and Heb. 2:11-18. Christ identifies, in avery specia way,
with His disciples (cf. Acts 9:5; 1 Cor. 8:12; and 12:27). As | mentioned, the saints (true
Israel), now judged, resurrected/transformed, glorified, and reigning, are present with the
Lord Jesus Christ when He judges the nations; they are the brothers He refersto. As|
mentioned, one of the most important points of this passage, if not the most important
point, is Christ’s loving concern for His brothers/disciples.

Note that the King is speaking to the sheep here. His “brothers’ weren’t the sheep, or
those of the sheep who had been in need, or those of the sheep and goats combined who
had been in need. Although many disagree, the sheep aren’t Christians. Christians
wouldn’t be surprised, or respond as the sheep do herein Matt. 25:37-39. When Christians
extend mercy to other Christians, they do it first, and foremost, with Jesus Christ in mind,
and for Him. They not only love Him (as their Savior and their Lord), but they also know
they have been commanded by Him to love one another (cf., e.g., John 13:34, 35; 15:12,
17; 17:20-23; Gal. 6:10; James 2:14-17; 1 John 3:13-24; and 4:7-5:2). Furthermore, they
know that they will be judged according to their works, and that they will be rejected for
unfaithfulness, disobedience, lawlessness (cf., e.g., Matt. 24:45-25:30). It’s a so true that
when Christians extend mercy to non-Christians, they do it with Christ in mind.

Matthew 10:40-42 (especially 10:42) are an important cross-reference regarding rewards
for extending mercy to the disciples of the Lord Jesus Christ. Matthew 10:40 says, “He
who receives you receives Me, and He who receives Me recelves Him who sent Me.”
Then Matt. 10:41, 42 (N1v) say, “Anyone who receives a prophet because he is a prophet
will receive a prophet’s reward, and anyone who receives a righteous man because heis a
righteous man will receive arighteous man’s reward. (42) And if anyone gives even a cup
of cold water to one of these little ones because heis My disciple [Cf. Mark 9:41. In the
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margin of Matt. 10:42, the NASB has “i.e., humble’ to help explain “little ones.” The
BAGD Greek Lexicon (under the adjective trandated “little ones’) saysit meansto be
small “in esteem, importance, influence, power, etc. ....” “Little ones’ herein Matt. 10:42
apparently refer to the most insignificant Christian disciples, but the words can apply to all
Christians (cf. Mark 9:41, 42; Luke 17:1, 2).], 1 tell you the truth, he will certainly not lose
his reward.” No act of kindness extended to Christian disciples because they are disciples
of Christ goes unnoticed by Christ/God; it will be rewarded.

These words of Matt. 10:40-42 are all the more understandable in context with all of
Matthew chapter 10, which speaks of the difficulties that Christians would often face as
they took the gospel throughout the cities of Isragl. Matthew 10:11-15 speak of the
apostles being dependent (in God’ s plan) on the support of the people in the places they
minister. Those who receive them as messengers of Christ and support them will be
rewarded; those who reject them (and their message) will be cursed. Matthew 10:40, 41 fit
well in amissionary context like this (not that 10:40, 41 need be limited to amissionary
context), but 10:42 seemsto cover any act of kindness done (with the right motive) in
behalf of any Christian in need.

A dominant point (an exciting point) that permeates Matt. 10:40-42 and 25:34-40 is that
the Lord Jesus Christ (and beyond Him God the Father) loves His disciples, and He is
concerned about them in a very special way, so much so that there will be substantial
rewards for those who extend mercy to them because they are His disciples. Matthew
10:40-42 make it clear that the extending of kindness to Christ’s disciplesbecause they are
His disciplesiswhat isin view here, and | believe we can see the same principle at work
in Matt. 25:34-40.

It simportant to see that the good works these sheep did for Christ’s brothers flowed from
what wasin their heart. We couldn’t say that they had faith in Christ (in the full new-
covenant sense, as born-again Christians), but we can probably say they had faith in
God/Christ, at least in some ways, and to some extent. Why didn’t they become
Christians? This question isn’t answered for us here; it seems to go beyond the scope of
this passage, which is, as | mentioned, quite abbreviated and simplified. We can't say that
these sheep were totally separate from contact with Christians (and the gospel) in that they
extended mercy to Christians. At the same time, we can't put these sheep in the category
of those who have rejected the gospel. (Much Scripture shows that those who willfully
reject the gospel will not be saved.) However, just because people have met Christians and
are attracted to their God doesn’t necessarily mean that they have rejected the gospel if
they haven’'t become born-again Christians.

For one thing, | leave room for the idea that God didn’t choose these people to be part of
true Israel, but part of the nations. I'll leave the details with God; | know He'll do all
thingsin a perfect way. I’'m sure that when He is done with Hiswork, and we are living in
the super-glorious eternal state pictured in Revelation chapters 21, 22, all of usin God's
eternal kingdom (true Israel and the elect of the nations) will stand in total awe of God as
we see the full outworking of His super-glorious plan of salvation and the full
manifestation of His glory and grace (cf., e.g., 1 Cor. 2:9; Rom. 11:33-36).] (41) Then He
will also say to those on Hisleft [the goats of 25:32, 33], “Depart from M e, accur sed
ones, into the eternal firewhich has been prepared for the devil and hisangels[(On
the devil’s angels, cf. Rev. 12:4, 7-9. On the eternal fire which has been prepared for the
devil and hisangels, cf. Rev. 19:20; 20:10, 14, 15; 21:8; aso see Matt. 3:10, 12; 5:22;
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7:19; 13:40, 42, 50; and 18:8, 9.) Based on these words, we can probably say that the
eternal fire was originally prepared for the devil and his angels after their rebellion, not for
man; however, it seems we must also say that God knew from the foundation of the world
what part of mankind would eventually share this fate with the devil through following
him in hisrebellion (cf., e.g., Matt. 25:34).]; (42) for | was hungry, and you gave Me
nothing to eat; | wasthirsty, and you gave M e nothing to drink; (43) | was a stranger,
and you did not invite Mein; naked, and you did not clothe Me; sick, and in prison,
and you did not visit Me.” (44) Then they themselves also will answer, saying, “Lord,
when did we see You hungry, or thirsty, or a stranger, or naked, or sick, or in prison,
and did not take care of You?” (45) Then Hewill answer them, saying, “ Truly | say
to you, to the extent that you did not do it to one of the least of these [referring to His
brothers, as 25:40 shows], you did not do it to Me.” (46) And these will go away into
eternal punishment, but the righteous [On the “righteous,” see under 25:37.] into
eternal life.” [In this context, with the “eternal fire which has been prepared for the devil
and hisangels’ (25:41) and the “ eternal punishment” (25:46), “eternal life” (25:46) speaks
of the eternal lifein God’s eternal kingdom pictured in Revelation chapters 21, 22. (Those
from the nations living in the millennial kingdom won'’t experience eternal life at that
time.) These chapters of Revelation (the last two chapters of the Bible) put much emphasis
on the entrance of the nations into God' s new heaven and new earth, with it’s new
Jerusalem. Emphasisis also put on the fact that God' s true Israel isreigning with God in
new Jerusalem when the nations enter. The raptured saints will have begun to reign at the
time of the mid-week rapture, and all the members of true Israel will have been reigning
throughout the millennium. What a destiny!]
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